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The  Department  of  Health's  first 
offer  in  the  now  concluded 
contract  negotiations  was  90p  per 
item  across  the  board  with  no 
on-cost  and  no  Basic  Practice  Allowance.  This 
would  have  disadvantaged  nearly  50  per  cent  of 
pharmacies,  says  PSNC  (that  few?) 

This  serves  to  illustrate  the  ground  the 
PSNC  has  recovered  to  make  the  new  contract 
what  chairman  David  Sharpe  describes  as 
acceptable  —  as  opposed  to  ideal. 

Acceptable,  in  PSNC's  terms,  means 
getting  the  best  possible  deal  out  of  the 
Government.  In  the  new  contract  the  plus 
points  are  a  compensation  scheme  for  those 
who  want  to  pull  out,  recovery  of  half  the 
estimated  £4. 2m  balance  sheet  saving  for  future 
investment  in  professional  services,  and 
expansion  of  the  Essential  Small  Pharmacies 
Scheme 

PSNC  has  made  it  clear  this  week  that  it 
does  not  feel  sufficient  emphasis  has  been 
given  to  its  achievement  in  gaining  these 
concessions  from  the  Department  in  what  were 
said  to  be  extremely  tough  negotiations.  The 
debate  in  the  Letters  column  of  C&D  may  have 
appeared  one-sided,  but  only  because  of 
PSNC's  self-inflicted  vow  of  silence,  for  which 
Mr  Sharpe  gives  his  reasons  on  p268. 

It  has  become  apparent  though,  that 
rational  location,  albeit  a  long  held  objective,  is 
a  painful  target  to  achieve.  PSNC  chief 


COMMENT 


executive  Alan  Smith  says  that  pharmacists 
have  been  deluding  themselves  for  20  years  if 
they  thought  that  rational  location  would  not 
mean  a  redistribution  of  premises  —  with 
closures.  Bui  what  many  pharmacists  said  they 
wanted  was  an  end  to  leapfrogging,  which,  it 
has  become  abundantly  clear,  is  not  the  same 
thing.  Rational  location  has  always  been  sold  as 
providing  a  pharmaceutical  service  more 
readily  accessible  to  the  public,  rather  than 
protecting  existing  premises. 

Bar  last  minute  setbacks,  the  new  contract, 
with  its  control  of  entry  guidelines,  is  a  fait 
accompli.  It  is  not  ideal,  but  it  is  adequate  — 
for  the  majority.  PSNC  has  done  nothing  to  lead 
contractors  to  believe  that  it  is  not  capable  of 
negotiating  Stage  2  on  their  behalf,  although  it 
is  to  be  hoped  it  will  be  more  prepared  to  take 
pharmacists  into  its  confidence. 

But  discretion  has  its  advantages.  Just  what 
is  the  GMSC  so  upset  about?  Is  it  because 
doctors  truly  fear  the  Clothier  regulations  will 
be  upset  by  an  additional  hoop  through  which 
an  aspiring  rural  pharmacist  must  pass!  Or  is  it 
because  they  found  out  too  late  about  the 
revamped  Essential  Small  Pharmacy  Scheme. 
The  new  scheme  guarantees  a  minimum 
income,  so  there  is  less  chance  of  a  rural 
pharmacy  facing  financial  hardship 
and  every  chance  of  pharmacies 
leapfrogging  out  into  suburbs, 
smaller  towns  and  villages? 
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Regulations  next  week 
as  draft  approved 

The  final  draft  of  the  contract  limitation  guidelines  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  by  a  large  majority,  and,  with  some  reservations, 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  After  last  minute  delays  imposed 
by  the  medical  profession  the  Regulations  are  expected  to  be 
laid  early  next  week,  to  become  effective  on  October  1. 


"For  the  foreseeable  future  the  deal  we 
have  done  will  benefit  the  profession  like 
no  other  since  the  inception  of  the  NHS," 
said  PSNC  chairman  David  Sharpe  this 
week. 

The  acceptance  of  what  the  PSNC 
consider  to  be  satisfactory  guidelines 
means  the  "all  or  nothing"  contract 
package,  agreed  to  in  principle  by  LPCs 
in  June,  (C&D  June  29)  will  now  become 
operative  when  the  new  Regulations  pass 
into  law. 

PSNC  did  not  expect  the  late 
objections  of  the  General  Medical 
Services  Committee  to  alter  the 
guidelines. 

There  are  no  references  to  practice 
standards  in  the  guidelines,  a  point  which 
concerned  Mr  Sharpe.  "I  have  been 
assured  that  currently  the  DHSS  are 
discussing  implementation  of  standards. 
They  are  just  as  concerned  as  ourselves 
that  such  standards  are  written  into  the 
guidelines  as  soon  as  possible." 

Mr  Sharpe  strongly  defended  the 
decision  to  negotiate  with  the  Department 
of  Health  in  confidence.  "I  have  been 
distressed  at  the  leaks  which  have 
occurred,  but  it  has  proved  to  me 
unquestionably  that  negotiating  in  private 
is  more  satisfactory  than  having  to  deal 
with  the  pharmaceutical  Press  and  the 
membership  in  general  being  part  of  the 
negotiations. 

"It  is  not  because  I  prefer  secrecy.  It  is 
because  you  can  say  things  in  private  that 
if  you  say  in  public  you  cannot  retract.  " 
That  was  his  reason  for  wishing  to  continue 
to  negotiate  with  the  DHSS  in  private,  Mr 
Sharpe  said. 

The  two  groups  that  opposed  the  new 
contract  —  the  Company  Chemists 
Association  and  the  Pharmacist  Action 
Committee  —  were  the  two  most  diverse 
groups  in  pharmacy  he  could  think  of,  said 
Mr  Sharpe.  "The  90  per  cent  in  the  middle 
are  the  ones  who  are  most  pleased  with 
what  we  have  negotiated." 

He  also  condemned  comments  which 
"led  one  to  believe  that  all  people  sitting 
on  pharmacy  practice  subcommittees  are 


unthinking  and  uncaring  idiots" .Tf  the 
pharmacy  members  of  a  PPSC  feel  an 
application  is  desirable,  then  only  one 
other  member  has  to  be  "converted"  to  get 
a  majority. 

PSNC  chief  executive  Alan  Smith  said 
it  would  be  a  calamity  if  pharmaceutical 
services  were  excluded  from  the  FPC 
strategy  plan,  now  FPCs  were  autonomous 
and  had  a  duty  to  provide  primary  health 
care  services  to  prescribed  standards. 

"If  we  carried  on  in  the  present 
contract  we  would  be  excluded  and  I 
could  not  see  the  professional  role  being 
expanded  if  that  were  the  case,"  he  said. 

Giving  security  of  tenure  to  existing 
contractors  would  be  more  likely  to 
encourage  them  to  put  their  eggs  in  the 
professional  basket,  Mr  Smith  said.  "They 
were  reluctant  to  do  that  previously 
because  of  the  chance  of  having  their 
livelihood  removed  —  it  made  them  hedge 
their  bets." 


The  facts  of  any  application  must  be 
communicated  to  the  PPSC  through  the 
LPC,  Mr  Smith  said,  and  PSNC  would  be 
giving  guidance  on  how  to  handle  this. 

Stage  2  negotiations,  embracing 
further  aspects  of  the  Pharmacist's 
Charter,  will  go  ahead  following  the 
publication  of  the  Nuffield  Inquiry  and  the 
Green  Paper  on  Primary  Health  Care. 

CCA  resigned  to 
October  1 

The  Company  Chemists  Association 
has  two  "outstanding  concerns" 
over  the  new  contract,  but  it  accepts 
that  the  proposals  will  be  in  force  on 
October  1 . 

"The  first  is  the  very  restricted 
definition  of  pharmaceutical  service  in  the 
guidelines,  which  I  am  quite  sure  the 
profession  will  come  to  regret,"  CCA 
chairman  Keith  Ackroyd  told  C&D.  "The 
second  is  the  appalling  arrangements  with 
regard  to  an  appeals  system." 

He  was  a  little  disappointed  in  the  way 
the  negotiations  had  gone.  "The  PSNC 
and  the  Society  seem  to  have  stated  what 
they  wanted  but  they  don't  seem  to  have 
got  anywhere,"  he  said. 

He  didn't  think  there  was  anything  to 
stop  the  contract  coming  into  force. 
"Constitutionally,  they  seem  to  have  done 
everything  correctly,  but  a  lot  of  people 
are  still  very  concerned." 


Control  of  entry  — 
the  main  points 

■  Primary  determinant  is  whether 
additional  contract  provides  necessary  or 
desirable  change  in  NHS  pharmaceutical 
services. 

■  No  hard  and  fast  rules  for  determining 
number  or  distribution  of  pharmacies. 

■  No  target  number  of  contracts. 

■  Flexible  approach  required  by  FPCs. 

■  PPSCs  —  three  LPC  nominees,  three 
non-pharmacist  members  of  FPC,  lay 
chairman  from  FPC. 

■  PPSC  proceedings  must  be 
scrupulously  disinterested  —  no  one  with  a 
personal  interest  may  participate. 

■  PPSC  has  no  locus  to  consider  any 
aspect  of  dispensing  by  doctors. 

■  Recommendation  to  combine  PPSC 
with  Hours  of  Service  Committee. 

■  PPSC  will  approve  "minor  relocations" 
without  seeking  comments  —  distance  not 
necessarily  a  factor. 


■  PPSC  must  consider  only  NHS 
pharmaceutical  services. 

■  Decision  of  appeal  panel  is  binding. 

■  Possible  loss  of  income  by  an  existing 
contractor  not  of  itself  a  relevant 
consideration,  unless  it  prejudices  NHS 
services. 

■  Key  document  informing  PPSC 
decisions  is  FPC  five  year  strategy  for 
primary  care  services. 

■  Applications  first  come  first  heard. 

■  Appeals  system  to  ensure  obviously 
wrong  or  perverse  decisions  are  reversed. 

■  Appeals  seen  as  vexatious,  frivolous  or 
without  reasonable  grounds  can  be 
rejected. 

■  Applications  in  rural  areas  to  go 
through  PPSC  then  RDC. 

■  Contractors  must  provide  services 
within  12  months  of  successful  application. 

■  PPSC  decisions  should  be  made  within 
two  months. 

■  Prospective  applicants  may  make 
preliminary  inquiries  of  the  FPC. 

■  Prior  financial  commitment  (before  May 
24)  required  for  interim. 
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GMSC  delays 
Regulations  at 
the  11th  hour 

Last  minute  objections  by  the 
General  Medical  Services 
Committee  have  delayed  the  laying 
of  the  amending  regulations 
introducing  control  of  entry  to  the 
pharmaceutical  list. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  was  expecting  the 
Regulations  to  be  laid  on  Monday. 
GMSC's  success  in  getting  the 
consultation  period  extended  to 
Wednesday  means  they  will  probably  be 
laid  early  next  week.  In  spite  of  the  delay 
PSNC  says  the  Regulations  can  still 
become  operative  on  October  1 . 

The  GMSC  feels  the  procedure  of  the 
pharmacy  practice  subcommittees  in  rural 
areas  could  prejudice  fair  and  impartial 
decisions  by  dispensing  subcommittees 
and  the  Rural  Dispensing  Committee. 

"We  are  seeking  to  have  the 
pharmaceutical  service  arrangements  in 
rural  areas  left  undisturbed.  They  were 
introduced  to  regulate  n,ral  areas  in  the 
best  interests  of  patients,"  GMSC 
chairman  Dr  Michael  Wilson  told  C&D. 
"We  are  trying  to  ensure  Clothier  is  not 
prejudiced.  We  would  certainly  expect  to 
see  some  amendments  made." 

Dr  Wilson  complained  the  GMSC  had 
received  no  formal  communication  on  the 
proposals  from  either  the  PSNC  or  the 
Department  of  Health  until  July  31,  in  spite 
of  requests.  It  had  been  given  less  than  a 
week  to  comment. 

"We  have  written  to  the  DHSS  and  said 
that  if  our  amendments  cannot  be 
accepted,  we  would  like  a  meeting  with 
Department  officials,"  said  Dr  Wilson. 

Society  still 
has  doubts 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Council  has  expressed  doubts  over 
the  final  draft  guidelines  and 
regulations  of  the  new  contract. 

The  Society  secretary  Desmond  Lewis 
has  written  to  the  Department  of  Health 
reaffirming  Council's  previous 
endorsement  of  the  package,  but 
regretting  that  amendments  it  proposed 
had  been  ignored.  The  amendments  were: 
A  factor  to  be  considered  should  be  the 
effect  of  a  new  contract  on  the  provision  of 
the  full  range  of  pharmaceutical  services. 
Chemist  &  Druggist  17  August  1985 
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Someone  had  better  pray  for  us! 


The  Council  regrets  that  the  legislation 
could  not  be  appropriately  amended. 
The  guidance  should  specifically  provide 
for  non -contractor  pharmacist 
representation  on  each  Pharmacy 
Practices  Subcommittee  (PPSC). 
The  Council  notes  that  the  latest  wording 
would  permit  an  LPC  to  include  non- 
contractor  pharmacists  among  its 
nominations,  and  considers  that  this 
should  be  done  and  that  the  FPC  should 
accept  such  nominations. 
There  should  be  a  specific  exclusion  of 
dispensing  doctors  from  the  lay 
representation  on  a  PPSC  when 
considering  an  application  for  a  contract 
in  a  controlled  locality. 
The  Council  expects  that  an  FPC  would 
exclude  such  doctors,  as  they  would  be 
contractors  with  a  direct  interest. 
Local  Medical  Committees  should  not  be 
among  the  bodies  consulted  by  a  PPSC. 
When  the  application  is  for  a  contract  in  a 
controlled  locality,  the  LMC  cannot  be 
expected  to  ignore  the  dispensing  doctor 
implications. 

There  should  be  a  national  appeals 
procedure. 

Experience  with  the  Rural  Dispensing 

Committee  indicates  that  appeals  should 

not  be  heard  locally. 

A  reference  to  the  standards  of  premises 

and  pharmaceutical  services  should  have 

been  included  in  Annex  A . 

During  the  recent  discussions  there  has 

been  no  resolution  of  the  means  by  which 

standards  should  be  controlled. 

Mr  Lewis  went  on  to  point  out  that  there 
has  been  an  addition  to  the  guidelines 
without  any  previous  consultation  with  the 
profession.  It  related  to  the  possibility  that, 
in  an  application  for  a  contract  in  a  rural 
area  invitations  to  comment  in  both  the 
PPSC  and  RDC  procedures  could  be 
issued  simultaneously.  It  was  recognised 
that  this  was  an  attempt  to  shorten  the 
overall  period  of  consultation. 

However,  Council  hoped  that  the 
Department  would  reconsider,  pointing 
out  the  non-pharmaceutical  bodies 
consulted  would  find  it  impossible  to  make 
a  comment  within  the  remit  of  one 


procedure,  without  being  influenced  by 
the  other.  That  was  particularly  important 
because  the  PPSC  "has  no  locus  to 
consider  any  aspect  of  dispensing  by 
doctors". 

"Finally",  said  Mr  Lewis,  "the  Council 
has  asked  me  to  emphasise  the  importance 
of  minimising  the  delay  between  the 
implementation  of  these  requirements  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  their 
implementation  in  Scotland." 

Society  representatives  did  not  feel  a 
further  meeting  with  the  DHSS  was  needed 

A  new  deal 
sought  by  PAC 

The  Pharmacist  Action  Committee 
wants  the  current  contract 
proposals  revoked  and  a  general 
meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  convened  to  discuss  a  new 
contract. 

The  only  factor  that  will  be  taken  into 
account  with  an  application  under  the 
proposed  guidelines  will  be  the 
pharmaceutical  service  in  an  area,  says 
chairman  Alan  Nathan.  "A  leapfrogger 
who  opens  next  to  a  doctor  will  get  a 
contract  because  it  "produces  a  necessary 
or  desirable  change  in  the  NHS 
pharmaceutical  services'.  The  contract 
states  that  loss  of  income  by  an  existing 
contractor  is  not  of  itself  a  relevant 
consideration,"  he  says. 

Mr  Nathan  says  that  the  clause  on 
minor  relocations  means  the  multiples  will 
still  be  able  to  expand.  "They  could  buy 
up  an  existing  contractor  and  then 
relocate  the  business  in  their  own  premises 
because  of  'changing  patient  need'." 

On  the  question  of  litigation,  Mr 
Nathan  said  that  PAC  had  been  advised  by 
their  legal  counsel  that  they  could  only 
take  the  matter  to  court  once  the  new 
contract  became  law. 

Further  meetings  are  being  arranged 
in  the  Midlands  and  the  North,  and  PAC 
have  taken  a  stand  at  Chemex. 
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HD  appeal  set 
for  November 

The  Department  of  Health's  appeal 
hearing  against  the  HD  judgement 
has  been  set  for  November  12-13. 

Mr  Justice  Taylor  declared  the  scheme 
unlawful  in  a  High  Court  hearing  in  June, 
after  the  case  was  brought  by  Bomore 


10g  minimum 
say  PAGB  

The  minimum  practical  size  for  an 
OTC  hydrocortisone  pack  is  lOg, 
says  the  Proprietary  Association  of 
Great  Britain. 

In  its  submission  to  the  DHSS,  the 
PAGB  says  that  the  proposal  to  limit  the 
pack  size  to  5g  is  not  practicable  for  two 
reasons.  First,  that  it  might  be  thought  to 
be  for  use  in  the  eye  —  the  PAGB  points 
out  that  the  usual  pack  size  for  eye 
ointments  is3.5g.  Second,  complete 
labelling  of  a  5g  tube  would  be  impossible. 

The  PAGB  believes  lotions  are  also 
suitable.  Strengths  up  to  and  including  1 
per  cent  should  be  aDowed  since  evidence 

Non-CRD  request 
card  on  trial 

A  plastic  card  requesting  that  non- 
child  resistant  closures  are  supplied 
with  medication  is  being  tested  in 
the  Leeds  and  Harrogate  area. 

The  pilot  study  aims  to  see  if  patients 
who  have  difficulty  in  opening  CRCs 
obtain  their  drugs  in  more  suitable 
containers  after  presenting  the  cards  and 
whether  such  a  card  is  a  suitable  means  of 
request. 

The  work  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Arthritis  and  Rheumatism  Council  and 
follows  a  Royal  College  of  Nursing  finding 
that  80  per  cent  of  over  450  arthritis 
sufferers  could  not  open  CRCs.  And  55 
per  cent  of  those  surveyed  did  not  know 
they  could  ask  for  ordinary  closure. 


ABPI  on  AIDS 

The  acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome  should  be  a  notifiable 
disease,  says  the  Association  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Industry. 

If  AIDS  is  to  be  contained,  it  may  be 

270 


Medical  Supplies  and  others. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  warns  in  its  August 
newsletter  that  if  the  DHSS  is  not 
successful  in  its  appeal,  and  the  usage  of 
parallel  imports  increases,  then  additional 
discounts  may  be  recovered  on  an  average 
basis  by  adjustment  of  the  discount  scale. 

PSNC  points  out  a  discount  inquiry  has 
been  agreed  as  part  of  the  annual 
negotiations  under  the  new  contract. 


exists  in  support  of  efficacy. 

The  proposed  indications  —  primary 
irritant  dermatitis  and  contact  allergic 
dermatitis  —  it  considers  unduly 
restrictive.  The  PSGB  says  that  eczema 
and  minor  inflammatory  skin  conditions 
where  the  casual  agent  is  known,  are 
already  allowed  for  self  treatment. 
Hydrocortisone  treatment  is  appropriate 
and  these  conditions  should  be  included. 

The  Association  proposes  the  following 
directions  and  warnings  for  the  tube: 
"Apply  sparingly  to  affected  skin.  Do  not 
use  for  more  than  seven  days.  If  the 
condition  does  not  improve  consult  a 
doctor.  Do  not  use  for  children  under  five 
years.  Do  not  use  near  the  eye.  Do  not  use 
on  broken  skin  or  on  cold  sores  or  on  the 
genital  area."  The  PAGB  believes  such 
information  would  discourage  over-use. 


necessary  to  take  action  in  a  number  of 
areas,  ABPI's  director  Dr  John  Griffin  and 
director  of  economic  planning  Mr  David 
Taylor,  said  in  a  letter  to  The  Times. 

They  say  laws  aimed  at  preventing 
sufferers  passing  on  the  disease  are  being 
considered  in  Sweden.  They  recommend 
screening  all  blood  donors  and  general 
surveillance  programmes. 


Unichem  are  the  latest  addition  to  LRC's 
millionaires'  club.  To  commemorate  the 
achievement,  Paul  Guise,  national  field 
sales  manager  at  LRC  (left)  presented 
Unichem's  purchasing  manager  Ray  Leslie 
with  a  framed  diploma  


Stockings  get 
British  Standard 

The  British  Standard  on 
compression  hosiery,  covering  the 
packaging  and  testing  of  elastic 
stockings  and  support  tights,  has 
been  published. 

The  Standard  —  which  is  voluntary  — 
requires  that  manufacturers  quote 
compression  at  ankle  level,  using  a  set 
method  of  testing.  Trade  marks,  size 
designation  and  cleaning  instructions 
should  also  be  clearly  marked. 

Lastonet's  production  director  Terry 
Paul  says  the  Standard  presents  problems 
by  not  being  compatible  with  Drug  Tariff 
specifications,  which  are  based  on 
material  rather  than  performance.  "It's 
something  of  a  dilemma,  but  we  are 
committed  to  performance- related  hose 
and  we're  now  measuring  the  performance 
of  Drug  Tariff  hosiery  and  modifying 
construction  to  come  into  line  with  the 
BSI". 

The  company  has  built  a  research 
laboratory  in  Cornwall  and  recently 
bought  testing  equipment.  It  employs  two 
people  to  look  into  the  new  specifications. 

Scholl  claim  most  of  their  compression 
hosiery  already  complies  with  most  of  the 
Standard's  requirements,  and  intend  to 
bring  products  in  line  completely  by 
January  1986.  The  company  feels  that 
compression  measurements  may  not  mean 
much  to  consumers  at  first,  but  in  time  they 
will  relate  claims  made  on  packs  to  the  feel 
of  the  product. 

Mucolytics  stay 
blacked  for  now 

The  advisory  committee  on  the 
limited  list  has  put  off  a  decision  on 
mucolytics  until  its  next  meeting  in 
September.  Mucolytics  were  a  top 
priority  for  discussion. 

The  latest  issue  of  the  Drug  and 
Therapeutics  Bulletin  takes  a  look  at 
blacklisted  guaiphenesin  and  iodide, 
which  remains  prescribable. 

It  concludes  that  while  the  decision  to 
exclude,  compound  preparations  of 
guaiphenesin  is  perfectly  justified, 
potassium  iodide  may  help  symptoms 
associated  with  viscid  secretions  and  its 
use  deserves  further  appraisal. 

The  Clapham  pharmacy  mentioned  in  a 
Statutory  Committee  report  last  week 
(p255)  is  not  The  Clapham  Pharmacy  at  3 
Southside,  Clapham  Common. 
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MM  A  BCD 

CHEAPER 

FOR  YOUR 
CUSTOMERS! 


SOp'for  10  tablets 
98  p  for  IP  tablets 

The  Best  Possible  Value  of  All  Branded  Ibuprofens 
-  that's  the  message  for  your  customers! 


'  Recommended  selling  price 


■■TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS™ 

by  Xrayser 


!  The  1985 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 

CHEMIST  ASSISTANT 
OF  THE  YEAR 
COMPETITION 

Entry  forms  will  be  sent  out  early  next 
week.  Ask  your  May  &  Baker  or  Vichy 
UK  representatives  for  one. 

Fhormaej  4  for 
Tesco  stores 

Tesco's  superstore  at  Bursledon 
Towers.  Southampton  —  which  re- 
opened after  extension  work  on 
August  7  —  now  contains  a 
pharmacy. 

The  franchise,  operated  by  Sharp 
Chemists,  will  carry  no  toiletry  lines,  but 
concentrates  on  dispensary,  medicines 
and  surgical  appliance  trade.  It  will  also 
carry  selected  ranges  of  perfumes  and 
cosmetics,  and  offer  ancillary  services 
such  as  D&P.  Sharp  say  medicines  will 
account  for  around  80  per  cent  of  counter 
trade.  The  pharmacist  at  Bursledon  Towers 
will  be  Gareth  Lewis. 

The  pharmacy  is  in  the  store's  entrance 
foyer,  behind  the  checkouts.  Sharp  have 
franchise  pharmacies  in  Tesco  stores  at 
Pitsea,  Sutton  and  Neasden. 


Dental  ads? 

Dentists  should  be  allowed  to 
advertise  their  services,  the  Director 
General  of  Fair  Trading  has 
recommended. 

According  to  The  Times,  the  Director 
General,  Sir  Gordon  Borrie,  said  he  could 
see  little  justification  for  the  present 
effective  ban.  "As  long  as  the  usual 
requirements  of  truthfulness,  legality  and 
decency  are  met,  dentists  should  be 
allowed  to  advertise  their  hours  of 
business,  including  arrangements  for 
emergency  treatment,  the  availability  of 
health  service  treatment  and  charges  for 
private  treatment,"  he  said. 

The  British  Dental  Association  were 
said  to  have  given  the  recommendation  a 
cautious  welcome. 


"Ask  us  too' 

The  Royal  College  of  Nursing  is 
seeking  a  formal  direct  relationship 
with  patients. 

It  says  that  nurses  should  not  be 
thought  of  as  someone  employed  by 
doctors  to  whom  patients  are  referred. 
"When  a  patient  visits  a  health  centre,  they 
should  be  able  to  choose  to  see  a  nurse  or  a 
doctor.  What  we  are  proposing  is  an 
entirely  new  structure  for  the  primary 
health  services,"  a  spokesman  told  C&D. 

The  idea  comes  in  the  College's 
evidence  to  the  Community  Nurses  Review 
Body  set  up  by  Social  Secretary  Services 
Norman  Fowler  earlier  in  the  year. 
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Dissolving  assets 

It  can't  be  all  that  long  ago  we  saw 
announced  the  kiddies'  lolly  on  a 
stick. .  .sugarless,  won't  rot  the  teeth,  and 
selling  at  ten  pence,  about  twice  the  price 
of  the  usual  candy  competitor.  I  felt  I  had 
to  introduce  them,  so  bought  a  box. 

I  suppose  the  price  was  too  high  for  my 
business.  They  never  really  caught  on,  but 
today  when  I  moved  the  box  from  the 
counter  display  I  was  more  than  dismayed 
to  find  the  wretched  sweeties  had 
apparently  dissolved  themselves  through 
their  wrappings,  through  the  box  base, 
and  had  spread  as  a  sticky  syrupy  glue 
along  the  counter  top,  underneath  the 
three  or  four  boxes  on  either  side.  (It  will 
teach  me  not  to  skip  the  Spring  cleaning,  I 
suppose.)  I  don't  know  about 
Toddlipops . . .  more  like  Toddiplops  in  their 
present  state.  I  couldn't  be  bothered  saving 
the  remainder,  so  wrapped  them  in  a  poly 
bag  and  dumped  them,  shrewdly  leaving 
Tottie  to  clean  up  the  mess  on  the  excuse  I 
had  to  count  the  scripts.  Disappointing 
though,  as  I  thought  they  were  not  a  bad 
idea.  Better  really  to  stop  giving  kids  lolly 
sticks  altogether  and  concentrate  on  nuts 
and  yoghurt. 


Gone  down? 

I  see  Lanimead  Medical  Computers  has 
gone  into  liquidation.  I  am  sure  I  saw  one 
of  their  machines  at  a  trade  show  some 
time  back.  I  was  impressed  because  it  had 
the  ultimate  magic  of  a  permanently  built- 
in  program,  an  Eprom  I  think  it  was  called, 
so  doing  away  with  the  need  for  tape 
recorded  programs  (or  discs).  You  just 
turned  it  on.  I  couldn't  even  consider  it  as  it 
was  far  too  expensive,  but  if  you  were  rich 
and  did  a  bundle  on  scripts  it  would  have 
been  nice.  Surprised  they  only  sold  50. 


Drug  abuse  

One  thing  about  the  recent  BBC  and  TV 
reporters'  strike  was  that  we  got  more 
dreary  music  than  I  have  heard  for  years. 
We  also  had  the  longest  and  most  frequent 
weather  reports  (every  ten  minutes,  wasn't 
it?),  and  a  selection  of  unusual  films. 

One  of  them  dealt  with  the  arrest  and 
subsequent  treatment  of  a  heroin  pusher.  I 
found  it  most  revealing,  and  was  surprised 
at  the  care  shown  for  the  welfare  of  the 
miscreant.  He  looked  terribly  ill  when 
caught,  admitting  to  a  requirement  of  1.5g 
of  heroin  daily. 

What  really  got  me  most  though,  was 
the  change  in  him  after  he  had  dried  out  in 


jail.  I  found  his  attitude  of  laconic 
unconcern  for  the  welfare  of  those  he  sold 
the  stuff  to,  and  his  own  wife  and  child, 
highly  offensive.  He  looked  a  poor 
specimen,  physically  insignificant,  but  his 
complete  lack  of  moral  constraint  marks 
him  in  my  eyes  as  a  truly  evil  man. 

I  don't  want  to  know  about  the  probable 
tear  jerking  circumstances  of  his 
upbringing,  nor  the  misfortunes  of  his  life 
which  could  be  pleaded  in  mitigation.  It 
would  cut  nq  ice  with  me.  He  got  three  and 
a  half  years  for  his  offences.  I 
wonder . . .  will  his  attitude  have  changed 
when  he  comes  out? 

By  coincidence,  I  heard  in  a  report 
from  Parliament  that  one  of  our  MPs  is 
giving  the  Government  beans  for  cutting 
down  the  numbers  of  Customs  men  to  such 
a  level  that  any  degree  of  real  control  over 
drug  smuggling  has  become  impossible. 
Dead  right.  We  were  saying  this  years  ago, 
but  no-one  heard.  The  search  force  alone 
could  be  quadrupled  before  any  marked 
effect  would  be  felt.  It's  not  as  though  we 
haven't  enough  labour  available.  Decent 
people  too,  not  the  unemployable  200,000 
who  once  represented  total  unemployment 
in  this  fair  land. 


Health  foods 


I  have  only  had  a  short  look  at  C&D  this 
week.  But  I  shall  have  to  do  a  decent 
survey  of  this  health  food  and  vitamin 
business  because  I  could  be  losing  sales 
here.  The  trouble  is  I  already  have  a  range 
of  vitamins  which  I  believe  would  cover  all 
the  known  deficiencies  in  normal 
nutrition,  even  allowing  for  the  shortfalls  of 
convenience  food. 

I  cannot  help  feeling  a  reluctance  to 
sell  people  products  they  cannot  need,  or 
to  promote  the  sale  of  "fashion"  vitamin 
supplements.  I'm  sure  I'm  wrong,  but  it's  a 
gut  feeling.  It  has  to  do,  I  think,  with 
retaining  my  self  esteem.  But  then  few 
people  actually  need  dandruff  shampoos 
either  —  and  we  see  lots  of  them! 


Erratum 


I  got  my  facts  wrong  (again?)  last  week!  I 
said  that  contractors  will  be  paid  a  90p 
dispensing  fee  per  script  up  to  1,300 
scripts  a  month  under  the  new  contract. 
The  correct  figure  is  £1.20  —  for  each  item 
up  to  1,325  items  a  month  to  be  precise. 
Even  better! 

The  fact  is  that  whether  it's  90p  or  £1.20 
is  irrelevant  to  the  point  I  was  trying  to 
make,  namely  that  those  pharmacies 
dispensing  fewer  than  1,300  scripts  a 
month  will  not  automatically  go  out  of 
business  as  PAC  arguments  imply. 
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PROFIT 
FOR  YOU  t 


Proposals  on  unwanted  CDs 
welcomed  by  Society 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
welcomed  a  Home  Office  proposal 
that  new  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Regulations  should  allow 
pharmacies  to  receive  patients' 
unwanted  Controlled  Drugs  and 
destroy  them  without  formality. 

The  Society's  Council  agreed  at  this 
month's  meeting  that  a  letter  should  be 
sent  to  the  Home  Office  welcoming  the 
proposal  and  making  several  other 
comments. 

Council  objects  to  a  proposal  that 
prescriptions  for  some  Schedule  3  drugs 
should  not  need  to  be  in  the  prescriber's 
handwriting  but  it  will  be  suggested  that, 
in  the  case  of  computer-written 
prescriptions,  some  exemption  could  be 
made  concerning  the  handwriting 
requirement  for  the  prescription  date. 

Other  comments  will  relate  to 
proposals  concerning  the  possession  of 
Controlled  Drugs  by  midwives  and 
community  nurses. 
POM  to  P  delay  Professor  Beckett 
expressed  concern  that  the  Society  was  not 
making  fast  enough  progress  in  having 
medicines  moved  from  the  prescription 
only  category  to  pharmacy  only  in  the 
interests  of  the  public  and  of  the 
profession.  There  was,  he  said,  a  great 
deal  of  confusion  and  bureaucratic 
involvement  in  attempting  to  cut  through 
some  of  the  tangles.  He  asked  whether  he 
was  right  in  his  belief  that  under  the 
Medicines  Act  a  medicinal  product 
became  classified  as  POM  and  after  three 
or  five  years  it  was  automatically 
derestricted  unless  the  Department  of 
Health  provided  evidence  that  such  a 
change  would  not  be  in  the  public  interest. 

Secondly,  if  a  product  were  not 
restricted  to  POM  classification,  who  was 
responsible  for  producing  the  evidence  of 
change  of  classification? 

Professor  Beckett  raised  the  matter 
because  manufacturers  had  been  told  to 
remove  chloroform  from  their  medicines 
by  a  particular  time.  It  had  been  stated  that 
there  was  evidence  of  harm  when  in  fact 
the  evidence  was  not  there.  When 
pursued,  the  whole  business  had 
collapsed.  It  was  time  the  profession  tried 
to  clarify  the  matter.  Mr  Darling  moved, 
and  Dr  Adamson  seconded,  that  an  answer 
to  the  question  be  sought  and  that  Council 
be  informed.  The  motion  was  carried. 
Manpower  program  The  Society  is  to 
commission  a  computer  program  to  assist 
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in  the  estimation  of  future  pharmacy 
manpower. 

Survey  of  vacancies  The  Society  is  to 
carry  out  a  survey  of  vacancies  for 
pharmacists  in  community  practice.  A 
random  sample  of  one  sixth  of  all 
pharmacies  in  Britain  will  be  asked  to 
complete  and  return  a  brief  questionnaire. 
Drug  abuse  prevention  The  Society  is  to 
encourage  greater  involvement  by 
pharmacists  in  preventing  drug  abuse. 
Among  the  initial  steps  is  the  production  of 
information  to  assist  pharmacists  and 
discussion  with  the  DHSS  on  the 
distribution  of  its  drug  addiction  leaflets. 
Involvement  on  ethical  bodies  The 
Society  is  to  discuss  with  the  British 
Medical  Association  the  involvement  of 
pharmacists  on  both  local  ethical  research 
committees  and  a  national  ethical  research 
committee,  the  establishment  of  which  is 
being  proposed  by  the  BMA.  The  Society 
is  concerned  that  the  BMA's  guidance  on 
local  committees  and  recommendations 
for  a  national  committee  do  not  include 
pharmacist  membership. 
Third  party  claims  Mr  T.P.Astill,  director, 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association,  had 
written  expressing  concern  that  there  were 
no  legal  or  professional  requirements  for 
pharmacists  to  be  insured  against  third 
party  claims  arising  from  professional 
negligence.  Council  agreed  to  inform  him 
that  the  Society  was  investigating  the 
matter. 

Hospital  group  elections  The  Hospital 
Pharmacists  Group  is  in  future  to  hold  an 
annual  election  for  one  third  of  its  elected 
members  rather  than  to  elect  all  nine  once 
every  three  years.  The  change  is  to  be 
made  to  ensure  some  continuity  in 
committee  membership.  Annual  elections 
will  be  held  from  1986.  ' 
Careers  discussion  The  Society  is  to  hold 
a  discussion  forum  on  recruitment  and 
career  prospects  in  hospital  pharmacy,  on 
September  23. 

OP  dispensing  The  Society  is  to  hold  a 
further  meeting  with  the  Association  of  the 
British  Pharmaceutical  Industry  to  discuss, 
among  other  subjects,  the  original  pack 
dispensing  requirements  of  hospital 
pharmacy.  An  elected  member  of  the 
Society's  Hospital  Pharmacists  Group  is  to 
be  included  among  the  Society's 
representatives  in  all  future  discussions 
with  the  ABPI  on  the  matter. 
Green  cross  for  hospital  pharmacies  The 
Society  is  to  commend  to  hospital 
pharmacists  the  use  of  the  green  cross 


symbol  as  a  method  of  locating  hospital 
pharmacies. 

Preregistration  places  It  was  reported 
that  one  regional  health  authority  had 
decided  to  withdraw  from  the  clearing 
house  scheme  for  hospital  preregistration 
experience  places,  which  was  run  by  the 
West  Midlands  RHA.  Two  other  RHAs 
were  considering  withdrawing.  It  was 
agreed  to  tell  the  scheme  organisers  about 
Council's  view  that  any  change  in  the 
arrangements  should  not  be  detrimental  to 
the  students. 

Chelsea  School  moves  The  Society  is  to 
support  a  proposal  that  the  Chelsea  School 
of  Pharmacy  should  eventually  be 
rehoused  in  Cornwall  House,  Stamford 
Street,  London  SE1,  as  part  of  a  faculty  of 
life  sciences  in  the  new  King's  College 
London  (KQC),  which  is  being  formed  by 
the  merger  of  King's  College,  Queen 
Elizabeth  College  and  Chelsea  College. 

The  Society  will  object  to  an  alternative 
proposal  that  the  department  of  pharmacy 
should  be  transferred  to  surplus 
accommodation  at  St  George's  Medical 
School,  Tooting.  Incorporation  at  St 
George's  would  not  allow  traditional 
integration  with  other  scientific 
departments,  and  the  general  locality  is 
unsuitable  for  the  school  of  pharmacy. 

Council  agreed  to  support  the  KQC 
proposal  on  the  understanding  that  the 
school  of  pharmacy  would  control  the 
degree  course  and  that  the  minimum 
number  of  students  would  be  sufficient  for 
a  satisfactory  resource  base. 
Health  care  leaflet  A  revised  version  of 
the  Society's  leaflet  "Health  care:  the 
pharmacist's  contribution"  is  to  be  printed. 
Branch  insurance  The  Society  is 
checking  with  its  branches  their  special 
equipment  (eg,  projectors  and 
duplicators)  with  a  view  to  arranging  block 
insurance. 

Birdsgrove  charges  The  charge  for  guests 
at  Birdsgrove  House  this  winter  (November 
1,  1985  to  March  31,  1986)  is  to  be  £50  per 
week. 


No.  erf  days  treatment 
N  B  Ensure  dose  is  stated 
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Very  generic  prescribing? 

Chemist  &  Druggist  17  August  1985 


We've  got  a  head  f  o 
every  mouth. 
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From  the  straightforward  'Nylon'  to  the 
specialist  brushes  like  Plaquemaster  and  Bristle, 
Wisdom  has  a  brush  to  suit  the  needs  of  all  your 
customers. 

There's  such  a  wide  choice  you  won't  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  we're  now  outselling  our 
closest  competitors  by  3  to  1. 


Which  is  good  news  for  us,  but  something 
our  competitors  will  just  have  to  grin  and  bear 
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Sunsilk's  new 
balancing  act 

Elida  Gibbs  have  reformulated  and 
repackaged  their  Sunsilk  shampoo  range 
and  have  added  a  new  variant  to  cope  with 
modern  styles  and  trends. 

Sunsilk  Balanced  Care  shampoos  in 
four  variants  —  for  normal  hair,  frequent 
use,  greasy  hair,  and  dry,  treated  and 
permed  hair  —  are  packed  in  opaque 
white  bottles  with  colour-coded  screw 
caps  and  the  Sunsilk  logo  on  the  label. 
They  have  been  formulated  to  clean 
thoroughly  while  at  the  same  time  caring 
for  and  protecting  the  hair,  say  Elida. 

The  range  will  be  available  in  two 


bigger  pack  sizes  at  no  extra  cost  to 
consumers.  The  150ml  pack  will  be 
available  on  shelf  for  around  £0.77  (the 
price  of  the  previous  125ml)  and  the  300ml 
pack  for  around  £1 .37)  (the  price  of  the 
previous  250ml  pack).  This  is  in  line  with 
current  trends  towards  the  purchase  of 
larger  packs,  says  the  company.  The 
sachet  and  75ml  packs  are  being 
discontinued  when  supplies  are 
exhausted. 

A  £1 .3m  national  television  campaign 
for  the  new  range  breaks  at  the  end  of 
September.  POS  material  includes 
circular  dumpbins  in  the  four  shampoo 
colours,  ready-to-use  display  trays 
containing  eight  bottles  of  each  variant, 
and  shelf  barkers.  All  are  flashed  "New 
bigger  size." 

"Elida 's  policy  is  continuous  research 
and  development  of  their  existing  brands," 
says  marketing  manager  Sibylla  Tindale. 
"We  are  confident  that  the  changes  to 
Sunsilk  shampoo  will  ensure  its  continuing 
success  into  the  1990s. 

"Our  research  confirms  it  has  immense 
appeal  to  prime  shampoo  users  —  the  18  to 
30  age  group.  We  forecast  that  Sunsilk  will 
rapidly  increase  its  share  of  the  £109m 
shampoo  market  to  a  strong  5  per  cent." 
Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  Box  1DY,  Portman 
Square,  London  W1A  1DY. 


September  story 
from  Numeric 

The  next  Numark  promotion  by 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd  will 
run  in  store  from  September  9  to 
September  21 .  Numark  chemists  have  the 
opportunity  to  enter  a  joint  Numark/LRC 
draw,  with  first  prize  a  Sharp  ER-2370 
electronic  cash  register  worth  £500. 

Members  may  also  qualify  for  £2,  £5, 
£10  and  £15  Marks  and  Spencer  vouchers 
by  ordering  one  dozen  standard  Tri-ac; 
one  dozen  standard  plus  one  dozen  large; 
two  dozen  standard  and  two  dozen  large; 
and  three  dozen  standard  and  three  dozen 
large,  respectively  . 

Two  posters  will  be  available,  one 
showing  Winter  remedies  and  the  other 
the  remainder  of  the  promoted  family  care 
specials. 

Numark  are  running  in  conjunction 
with  Beechams  "A  Bedtime  Story  .  .  ."in 
three  episodes  (to  run  over  three  months) 
where  Numark  chemists  can  qualify  for  a 
whole  range  of  bedding  items  —  pillow 
cases,  fitted  sheets,  valances,  quilt  covers, 
bedspreads,  blankets  and  quilts  in  return 
for  a  qualifying  order. 

Mam  lines  on  promotion  include  Alberto 


Balsam  conditioner  and  shampoo;  new  Cosifits; 
Cow  &  Gate  babymeals,  desserts,  pure  fruit 
juices  and  Liga  rusks;  Dettol  liquid;  Elastoplast 
pre-cut  dressings;  Farleys'  Rusks;  Gil 
cartridges;  Macleans  toothpaste;  Nice  'N  Easy; 
Nusoft  all-in-one  shaped  elasticated  nappies 
and  free  cot  sheet;  baby  lotion;  Panry  Pads; 
Pennywise  and  Poly  foam  perms. 

Intermediate  lines  include  Aapri  apricot 
facial  scrub;  All  Clear  shampoo;  Andrex  luxury 
toilet  tissue;  Baby  Wet  Ones;  Handy  Andies 
pocket  pack;  Harmony  hairspray;  Nusoft  baby 
oil;  Oral-B  toothbrushes;  Poly  Papilloten  hair 
styling  kit;  Progress  Modified  milk  drink;  Radox 
herbal  bath  salts;  Stayfree;  Vaseline  Intensive 
Care  lotion;  hand  cream  and  Wella  Sty  lite 
mousse. 

Family  care  specials  include  Aspro  Clear; 
Beecham  powders  hot  lemon;  Buttercup  cough 
syrup  and  sweets;  Liqufruta;  Galloways  cough 
syrup  and  bronchial  expectorant;  Contac  400; 
Cream  E45;  Cymalon;  Day  Nurse  and  Day 
Nurse  capsules;  Dentmox  teething  gel;  Dijex; 
Moorlands;  Discover  2;  Doans  backache  pills; 
Famel;  Feminax;  Franolyn;  KY  jelly;  Mac  extra 
lozenges;  Night  Nurse  liquid  and  capsules; 
Nucross  medicated  pastilles;  Oraldene; 
Panadeine  Co;  Panadol  tablets;  Predictor 
colour;  Topex  acne  lotion  and  cream;  Tn-ac 
acne  lotion;  Vasogen  baby  cream,  Vykmin; 
Yeast  Vite  and  Zincold  23. 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd, 
51  Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wilts 
BA129JU. 


Hot  brushes 
grow  fastest 

The  hair  care  market  grew  in  1984  to  a 
total  retail  value  of  almost  £56m,  with  hot 
brushes  taking  the  dryer's  place  as  mam 
styling  method  in  the  home,  says  a  special 
report  in  this  month's  Retail  Business. 

Clairol  leads  the  pistol  grip  market 
with  20  per  cent  of  volume  sales,  and 
Braun  is  "undisputed  leader"  in  styler- 
dryers,  taking  44  per  cent  of  sales  in  a 
market  with  a  retail  value  of  £2. 5m  last 
year,  says  the  report. 

Hot  brushes,,  with  rsp  sales  of  around 
£18m,  accounted  for  over  two-thirds  of  the 
styler  market,  and  in  hood  hairdryers, 
worth  £1.5m  at  retail,  Philips  Small 
Appliances  dominated  with  over  half  total 
sales.  New  hair  care  products,  following 
the  lead  of  Braun's  gas-powered  tongs  and 
brushes,  should  provide  the  biggest 
growth  for  the  future,  says  the  report. 

Claircl  emerged  as  leader  in  the 
styling  appliance  market,  not  counting 
Braun's  gas-powered  appliances  whose 
sales  were  not  revealed.  Braun  and  Boots 
were  broadly  equal  in  second  place,  and 
ritco's  low  priced  products  gave  them  a 
strong  showing  in  the  curling  tong  sector. 

With  up  to  70  per  cent  of  all 
households  owning  a  hairdryer  and  rising 
ownership  for  hot  brush  stylers,  the  report 
predicts  "substantial  incentives"  for 
manufacturers  to  carry  on  the  pace  of 
innovation.  Retail  Business  No  330, 
Economist  Publications,  40  Duke  Street, 
London  W1A  WW. 


The  Boston 
lens  solution 

Kelvin  Lenses  are  introducing  the  Boston 
lens  solution  system  for  all  gas  permeable 
contact  lenses  this  week. 

A  wetting  and  soaking  solution  (120ml, 
£3.50)  disinfects  the  lens  and  creates  a 
surface  coating  that  reduces  the 
accumulation  of  deposits  and  increases  the 
wettability  of  the  lens  for  greater  patient 
comfort,  the  company  says.  The  solution 
contains  chlorhexidine  as  a  preservative. 
A  cleaning  solution  (30ml,  £3.00)  contains 
friction  enhancing  agents  that  remove 
deposits  without  harming  the  lens  surface. 

The  solutions  were  developed  in  the 
USA  and  are  now  available  for  the  first 
time  in  Britain,  from  contact  lens 
wholesalers  or  direct  from  Kelvin  Lenses 
Ltd,  Kelvin  House,  53  Manchester  Road, 
Denton,  Manchester  M34  2 AH. 
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Gold  new  look 
for  Hermesetas 

Crookes  Products  have  relaunched 
Hermesetas  gold  (200,  £0.95)  with  a  navy 
and  gold  livery  and  blistercard. 

The  company  hopes  that  the  newly 
packaged  gold  will  now  be  easily 
distinguished  on  shelf  from  the  rest  of  the 
Hermesetas  assortment.  "When  it  was 


launched  in  1984  as  the  first  acesulfame  K 
sweetener  on  the  UK  market,  Hermesetas 
gold  was  seen  as  a  line  extension,  offering 
consumers  a  wider  choice  of  sweeteners 
and  completing  our  product  assortment," 
says  Walter  Stutz,  marketing  director  of 
Hermes  Sweeteners.  "There  is  now  an 
even  greater  potential  for  Hermesetas  gold 
and  this  lies  in  giving  the  product  a  strong 
identity  of  its  own". 

Crookes  say  that  the  "new  generation" 
of  sweeteners  launched  following  the 
review  of  sweeteners  in  food,  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  in  1983,  has  promoted  a  growth  in 
the  sweetener  market  with  saccharin 
products  showing  a  year-on-year  increase 
of  7  per  cent  and  Hermesetas  blue  tablets 
growing  11  per  cent. 

Advertising  for  the  brand  will  start  in 
October  to  run  through  to  the  end  of  the 
year  and  includes  a  Women's  Press,  and 
national  poster  campaign. 

A  survey  carried  out  by  the  company 
revealed  that  80  per  cent  of  those 
questioned  were  more  likely  to  buy 
Hermesetas  gold  in  the  new  packaging. 
The  company  claims  a  30  per  cent  brand 
share  for  the  brand.  Crookes  Products 
Ltd,  1  Thane  Road  West,  Nottingham. 


Autumn  nails 

Bronnley's  Autumn  collection  of  nail 
colours  for  Sally  Hansen  is  called 
Stylesetters  and  is  designed,  says  the 
company,  to  complement  the  fashion  of 
rich  and  colourful  prints  and  patterns. 

The  shades,  which  join  the  Hard  as 
Nails  with  nylon  range,  are  chic  plum, 
brocade  wine,  stylish  sienna  and  paisley 
pink.  H.  Bronnley  &  Co  Ltd,  10  Conduit 
Street,  London  W1R  0BR. 


Henna  for  the 
male  user... 

Henna  for  Men  is  a  range  of  six  Henara 
products  from  Henna  Hair  Health  with, 
says  the  company,  "a  refreshing  and 
classically  masculine  fragrance." 

The  range  comprises  a  scalp  treatment 
wax  (200ml,  £1 .85) ,  shampoos  for  dry  and 
normal  hair,  anti-dandruff  shampoo,  and  a 
hair  conditioner  (all  300ml,  £1 .75)  and 
hair  styling  gel  (200ml,  £1.85).  The  scalp 
treatment  combines  henna  with  herbal 
extracts  and  vegetable  protein  and  is 
suitable  for  dry  or  damaged  hair. 

Presented  in  chunky  click-top  bottles, 
the  range  can  stand  free  or  hang  from  an 
incorporated  cord.  The  products  are 
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packaged  in  sixes  and  are  also  available  in 
a  display  of  36  units. 

A  launch  promotion  offers  a  20p 
money-off  coupon  on  all  Henara  gloss 
shampoos  to  redeem  on  any  purchase  from 
Henna  for  Men.  Henna  Hair  Health  Ltd, 
Classic  House,  174  Old  Street,  London. 

...and  now  a 
moisturiser  too! 

Capitalising  on  the  increased  usage  of 
men's  toiletries,  Lacoste  have  added  ten 
new  products  to  their  line-up  including 
two  facial  moisturisers. 

The  line  extensions  comprise:  two 
shaving  foams  for  regular  and  heavy 
beards  (both  200ml,  £5.75);  after  shave 
balm  (100ml,  £14),  two  facial  moisturisers 
including  a  bronzer,  (both  50ml,  £11.60); 
stick  (75g,  £5.75)  and  spray  (150ml,  £7.50) 
anti-perspirant  deodorants;  and  three 
shampoos,  for  frequent  use,  dandruff  and 
hair  and  body  —  all  200ml,  £5.75. 

The  packaging  will  continue  with  the 
crocodile  logo  and  green  and  white  livery. 
All  the  products  have  the  Lacoste 
fragrance  described  as  having  "top  notes 
of  citrus  and  spices  with  clover  and  base 
notes  of  woodsy  vetiver,  sandalwood  and 
patchouli."  Jean  Patou  Ltd,  3  Coleridge 
Gardens,  London  NW6  3QH. 


STANDS 
FOR  PROFIT 


Lady  Jayne  have 
combined  its  innovative 
skills  of  developing  new 
products,  with  the  best  in 
point-of-sale  display  stands. 


Laughton  &  Sons- Ltd., 
Warstock  Road,  Birmingham. 


Guess  which  deodorant  is  the  new 

number  one  selling  brand  with  a 
16%  share*  of  the  aerosol  market. 


*Source:  Independent  Consumer  Audit  June  1985. 
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Ashe  add  a 
flea  aerosol 

Ashe  Laboratories  have  added  Sherley's 
aerosol  flea  spray  (180g,  £1.70)  to  their 
Permethrin  flea  powder  and  shampoo 
range. 

The  aerosol  offers  pet  owners  all  the 
benefits  of  the  insecticide  Permethrin  in  an 
easy-to-use  form,  says  the  company.  "It  no 
only  kills  fleas  instantly,  but  also  protects 
against  re-infestation  for  up  to  two  weeks 
after  treatment.  Unlike  many  other 
insecticides,  it  is  suitable  for  use  on  cats 
and  dogs  including  kittens  and  puppies".  . 

The  red  and  blue  cans  are  supplied  in 
cases  of  six.  Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Ashetree  Works,  Kingston  Road, 
Leatherhead,  Surrey  KT22  7JZ. 

Rubinstein 
in  Venice 

Helena  Rubinstein's  Autumn  collection  of 
shades  is  based,  says  the  company,  on  the 
"mysterious  and  passionate  mood  of 
Venice"  and  is  called  Venezia . . .  Venezia . 

Shades  in  the  collection  include  four 
eyeshadow  trios  called  Ombres 
Arlequines,  each  with  a  contrast  of  matt 
and  duo-chromatic  shades  such  as  palazzi 
(blue,  pink  and  aubergine)  and  laguna 
(beige,  pink  and  grey).  The  trios  retail  at 
£7.95.  Colours  for  lips  and  nails  are 
comedia  (red),  confetti  (orange)  and  luna 
(beige).  Helena  Rubinstein  Ltd ,  Central 
Avenue,  West  Molesey,  Surrey  KT8  ORB. 


Speedstick  cash 


Chemist  Brokers  are  running  a  rebate 
offer  on  Mennen  Speedstick  deodorant. 

An  on-pack  label  will  invite  consumers 
to  send  in  one  proof  of  purchase  in  return 
for  a  50p  com.  The  offer  starts  in 
September  and  will  run  for  12  months. 
Distributed  by  Chemist  Brokers,  division 
of  Food  Brokers  Ltd,  Milburn,  3  Copsem 
Lane,  Esher,  Surrey  KT10  9EP. 


Clearly  a 
better  teat? 


Lewis  Woolf  Griptight  are  introducing  a 
range  of  liquid  silicone  rubber  teats  and 
soothers  under  the  brand  names  Clearflo 
and  Clearform. 

Items  in  the  range  are  a  Clearflo  super 
teat  (blister  pack  £0.49),  hanging  card 
£0.52),  Clearflo  super  shaped  teat  (blister 


pack  £0.57)  and  Clearform  super  soother 
(blister  pack  £0.57,  hanging  card  £0.59). 

Benefits  include  longer  life,  no  odour 
or  taste  and  an  accurately  positioned  hole 
in  the  feed  teats,  says  the  company. 

Packaging  is  designed  to  co-ordinate 
with  the  existing  nursery  products  and 
features  a  yellow  scroll,  along  with  a 
contrasting  blue  to  set  the  range  apart 
from  the  latex  products.  Blister  packs 
come  in  dispensing  cartons  of  15.  Lewis 
Woolf  Griptight  Ltd,  144  Oaldield  Road, 
Selly  Oak,  Birmingham  B29  7EE. 


6 

Soxnt  molts  my 
I  mind  ji5t  wont  stop. 


Jominex  is 
alt  you  need. 


3  ' 


SOMIN6X 

tonight's  answer  to  temporary  sleep  problems. 

PRESCRIBING  INFORMATION  Presentation:  Blister  pack  of  8  tablets. each  containing  20  mg  Promethazine 
Hydrochloride  Ph  Eur  Indications:  Temporary  sleeplessness  Dosage  and  Administration:  Adults  one  tablet  al 
bedtime  or  up  to  one  hour  after  going  to  bed  Children  0-16  years  not  recommended  Contra-indications, 
Warnings  etc.  There  are  no  specific  contra  indications  but  use  in  pregnancy  should  be  avoided  Precautions:  [he 
product  is  a  sedative  tor  bedtime  use  only  Patients  should  not  drive  or  operate  machinery  Alcohol  and  other  CIMS 
depressant  drugs  should  be  avoided  Side-effects:  A  lew  patients  may  be  particularly  sensitive  to  theeffectsol 
Sornmex;  early  morning  drowsiness  may  be  experienced,  as  may  dry  mouth,  blurred  vision,  difficulty  with 
lachrymation  arid  constipation  Product  licence  number  0079/0^11 


For  further  information  write  to  Beecham  Proprietaries.  Great  West  Road.  Brentford.  Middlesex 
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Alberto  add 
one-Take  4 

Alberto-Culver  are  introducing  Alive 
Take  4  colour  foam  and  supporting  it  with 
a  £lm  Press  campaign. 

The  product,  a  semi-permanent 
colorant  in  seven  shades,  has  a  control 
formulation,  giving  a  choice  of  colour 
strength  and  duration.  "The  user  can 
select  a  subtle  colour  lasting  about  two 
shampoos,  or  a  more  vibrant  one  lasting 
about  six"  says  product  group  manager 
David  Bartholomew.  Retailing  at  £1.95,  it 
comes  in  a  black  aerosol  can  with  "neon" 
lettering  and  gives  four  applications  per 
pack. 

Breaking  in  October,  the  advertising 
campaign  runs  in  women's  weekly  and 
monthly  magazines.  During  the  same 
month  a  promotional  phone-in  will  run  on 
local  radio  stations,  including  Capital 
Radio.  The  first  1,000  callers  will  be 
offered  free  samples,  and  subsequent 
callers  a  £1  off  voucher.  Alberto -Culver 
Co,  Houndsmill  Industrial  Estate,  Telford 
Road,  Basingstoke,  Hants  RG21 2YX. 

Ever  Ready's 
treasure  hunt 

Ever  Ready  are  offering  retailers  three 
torch  display  packs  and  a  Hunt  the 
Treasure  competition. 

One  pack  holds  a  selection  of  hand- 
held Solar  and  rubber  torches,  one  has  six 
handlamps  and  the  third  contains  pocket 
torches. 

To  qualify  for  the  competition,  retailers 
must  display  two  or  more  packs  for  at  least 
two  weeks  between  now  and  October. 
Then  they  must  use  a  map  and  instructions 
on  an  entry  form  to  plot  a  course  across  a 
desert  island  and  mark  the  buried 


treasure.  Closing  date  is  November  25  and 
the  first  correct  entry  drawn  wins  £1,000. 
Twenty  marine-style  clock/barometers  are 
given  to  runners  up.  Ever  Ready  Ltd,  Ever 
Ready  House,  93  Burleigh  Gardens, 
Southgate,  London  N14  5AN. 

Easy  meals 
from  Freeman 

The  new  Suba-Care  Stay  Warm  feeding 
dish  (£2.75)  from  William  Freeman  &  Co, 
is  designed  for  slow  eaters. 

The  dish  is  22cm  diameter  with  two 
food  wells  and  an  egg  cup.  The  egg  cup 
acts  as  a  stopper  and  unscrews  to  reveal  a 
hollow  interior  which  takes  up  to  3A  pint  of 
hot  water.  The  water  completely  surrounds 
each  food  well  and  the  base  of  the  egg  cup 
as  it  is  tightened  against  a  rubber  seal. 

The  plastic  feeding  dish  will  withstand 
boiling  water  or  steam  up  to  120°C  says 
the  company,  which  has  also  introduced 
the  Suba-Care  suction  plate  holder 
(£2.50). 

This  consists  of  two  rubber  suction 
cups,  one  shallow  and  one  deep,  moulded 
as  a  single  unit.  The  shallow  cup  is  placed 
on  any  smooth  firm  surface  and  the  food 
plate  or  bowl  is  placed  centrally  over  the 
deep  cup.  By  pressing  down  on  the  whole 
assembly  the  food  container  is  securely 
held  in  place,  say  William  Freeman  &  Co, 
Subaseal  Works,  Staincross,  Barnsley. 

WSWMM£^'W^  ^  ' 


Eylure  will  offer  consumers  a  Christmas 
pack  for  the  Elancyl  active  toning  massage 
system  from  the  end  of  September.  A 
green  and  white  striped  toilet  bag  holding 
shower  gel  and  soap  will  retail  at  £6.99. 
Massage  kits  (£12.95)  with  a  Christmas  gift 
sleeve  will  be  available  in  a  limited  number 
for  Christmas  (£12.95).  Eylure  Ltd, 
Grange  Industrial  Estate,  Llanfrechla 
Way,  Cwmbran,  Gwent 


Nappy  growth 
predicted 

The  UK  market  for  disposable  nappies 
grew  by  46  per  cent  in  1984  with  40  per 
cent  of  nappy  changes  being  disposables. 
The  Disposable  Baby  Napkin 
Manufacturers  Association  is  confident 
that  this  trend  will  continue  with  the 
forecasted  steady  rise  in  births  to  1990, 
and  continued  product  improvement. 

The  growth,  say  Market  Assessment  in 
a  recent  baby  care  report,  will  be  at  the 
expense  of  terry  towelling  nappies  which 
could  represent  just  10  per  cent  of 
changes  by  1990. 

However,  domestic  production  has 
fallen  since  1982  with  first  Pampers,  from 
the  USA,  and  now  Peaudouce,  from 
France,  dominating  the  UK  market.  45  per 
cent  of  disposable  nappies  used  in  this 
country  are  imports,  while  only  12  per  cent 
of  home-produced  are  exported. 

Convenience  is  a  major  attraction  of 
disposable  nappies  but  mothers  appear  to 
spend  time  preparing  foods  which  are 
more  economical  and  "healthy"  than  many 
pre-prepared  foods.  The  report  shows  a 
volume  decline  from  £84m  to  £80m  in  1979 
to  1984. 

The  fall  in  sales  of  milk  powder  and 
high  sugar  meals  and  drinks  has  had  a 
moderating  effect  on  the  sector  overall, 
although  the  gathering  pace  of  product 
innovation  in  terms  of  low  salt,  low  sugar 
foods  and  drinks  has  helped  the  market. 

In  the  drinks  sector,  syrups  still 
dominate  but  in  a  market  which  increased 
12.5  per  cent  in  value  during  1984,  pure 
fruit  juices  are  spearheading  a  trend 
which,  Market  Assessment  believes,  will 
continue.  Low  sugar  rusks  now  represent 
25  per  cent  of  total  rusk  sales,  although, 
having  grown  steadily  during  the  early 
eighties,  the  rusk  market  fell  last  year  both 
in  volume  and  value  terms.  Baby  milk 
showed  its  first  real  growth  last  year,  since 
1981,  with  a  7  per  cent  increase  in  value  to 
about  £48m. 

"The  baby  food  market  will  continue  to 
grow  slowly  but  it  has  underperformed  the 
all  food  index  and  will  continue  to  do  so," 
says  the  report. 

Baby  care  toiletries  continue  to  be 
bolstered  heavily  by  adult  usage.  Johnson 
&  Johnson  put  the  level  of  adult  usage  as 
high  as  80  per  cent.  Given  the  current 
trends  towards  gentler  skin  care  and  the 
forecasted  rise  in  the  birth  rate,  the  market 
expects  slow  but  steady  growth.  Product 
Group  Report  No  819  on  Baby  Care,  price 
£165.  Market  Assessment  Publications,  2 
Duncan  Terrace,  London  Nl  8BZ. 
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ndida  albicans  x  700  appro 


Just  one  of  the 
mouth  problems 

Oraldene 

h  m  Hexetidine  ^ 

can  help  solve. 

Oraldene  contains  hexetidine,  proved1  active  against  Candida  albicans  and  a  broad 
>pectrum  of  the  bacteria  associated  with  a  number  of  common  mouth  and  throat  ailments, 
>uch  as  gingivitis,  stomatitis,  oral  thrush  and  sore  throats. 

Oraldene  has  a  fresh,  pleasant  taste  and  has  not  been  associated  with  tooth  staining. 

Altogether,  a  good  professional  recommendation  for  your  customers. 

Oraldene 


WARi\ER 


r  Oraldene]! 

,!  JS*5£SSm&  The  broad-spectrum  medical  mouthwash 

for  mouth  ulcers,  sore  gums  and  sore  throat 

the  name  people  feel  better  with 

Mitchell  House.  Southampton  Road,  Eastleigh.  Hants  505  5RY 

..  Ref:  Ashley,  K.C.  1984.  The  antimicrobial  properties  of  two  commonly  used  antiseptic  mouthwashes  -  Corsodyl  and  Oraldene.  Journal  of  Applied  Bacteriology  56,  221-225. 
)raldene  Prescribing  Information:  Composition:  Clear  red-coloured  solution  containing  hexetidine  0.10%.  Indications:  Anti-infective  agent  indicated  for  mouth  infections 
>uch  as  gingivitis,  pyorrhoea,  stomatitis.  Also  of  value  in  apthous  ulcers,  dental  ulcers,  halitosis,  pre-and-post-dental  surgery.oral  thrush  and  in  geriatric  nursing.  It  is  also  of 
'alue  as  an  adjuvant  of  systemic  therapy  in  tonsillitis  and  pharyngitis.  Dosage:  Adults  and  children  rinse  the  mouth  or  gargle  with  at  least  15ml  of  Oraldene  two  or  three  times  a 
lay.  Oraldene  should  not  be  diluted.  Contra-indications,  Warnings  etc:  Oraldene  has  no  known  contra-indications,  it  should  not  be  taken  internally.  Very  rarely  mild  local 
rritation  of  the  buccal  tissues.  Product  Licence  Number:  0019/5022.  Cost:  100ml  x  12  List  Price  e*  VAT  -  £6.61,  200ml  x  12  List  Price  ex  VAT  -  £10.09. 

Data  sheet  available  on  request.  Oraldene  is  a  trademark.  R  85 145. 


COUNTERPOINTS 


R-V  play  bingo 
with  Denclen 


Richardson  Vicks  are  promoting  Denclen 
liquid  denture  cleaner  with  an  on-pack 
scratch  and  reveal  bingo  game 
competition,  which  will  be  supported  with 
national  newspaper  advertising  in 
September. 

The  game,  which  is  featured  on  both 
the  60ml  and  100ml  sizes,  involves 
answering  a  general  knowledge  question 
and  going  on  to  reveal  a  set  of  bingo 
numbers.  If  these  match  the  printed 
numbers  on  the  bingo  grid  the  customer 
wins  an  instant  cash  prize.  All  entrants  win 
a  money-off  voucher  for  any  three 
matching  numbers.  Big  Money  prizes 
range  from  £1  for  four  matching  panel 
numbers  to  £1,000  for  a  full  house.  All 
winners  are  eligible  for  the  big  money 
bingo  draw  with  a  £5,000  cash  prize. 

A  special  sales  aid  sample  pack  is 
available. 

The  promotion  will  run  until  the  end  of 
1986  and  the  draw  will  take  place  in 
January  1987.  Richardson  Vicks  Ltd, 
Rusham  Park,  Whitehall  Lane,  Egham, 
Surrey TW209NW. 


Beware!  Avon 
on  warpath 


The  direct  selling  business  Avon  are 
launching  a  campaign  to  fend  off  new 
competition  which  is  emerging  as  market 
conditions  change. 

Threats  to  Avon's  business  include 
party-plan  selling,  and  direct  mail  which 
like  Avon  get  most  of  their  business  from 
housewives  who  do  not  have  the  time  or 
inclination  to  go  to  the  shops  to  purchase 
their  toiletry  and  cosmetic  merchandise. 
The  emergence  of  the  working  woman 
with  more  disposable  income  is  also  seen 
as  a  threat  but  also  as  a  potential  source  for 
the  company  to  tap. 

Plans  for  the  future  include  the 
possibility  of  "recruiting  women  who  work 
in  offices  and  other  working  environments 
to  act  as  sales  representatives,  rather  than 
just  have  a  sales  force  which  depends  on 
women  being  at  home",  says  David 
Simms,  consumer  marketing  manager. 

Avon  claim  that  their  brand  share  of 


the  UK  toiletry/cosmetics  market  is  10  per 
cent.  Moves  to  defend  and  increase  their 
sales  include  the  launch  of  two  new 
fragrances  for  men  and  women  called 
Cordovan  and  Ophelia.  Avon  have 
allocated  a  £3m  advertising  budget  for 
1985/6  —  in  '84  it  was  £3/4m. 

The  Ophelia  range  with  price  points 
from  £1.99  for  body  lotion  to  £7.50  for  eau 
de  toilette  spray  is  being  pitched  at  a 
slightly  higher  price  point  than  other  Avon 
fragrances  reflecting  the  market  trend  for 
more  expensive  perfumes.  Avon  Ltd, 
Imperial  House,  Imperial  Drive,  Harrow, 
Middlesex  HA2  7 JW. 

Colgate  action 

Colgate  are  to  advertise  their  Double 
Action  toothbrushes  nationally  on 
television.  The  campaign  is  running  for 
five  weeks  until  the  middle  of  September. 

The  double  action  will  be  conveyed 
using  a  military  theme  —  "Armed  to  the 
teeth"  —  with  solders  in  white  uniforms 
illustrating  the  outer  bristles,  and  blue 
uniforms  the  firmer  central  bristles. 
Colgate-Palmolive  Ltd,  76  Oxford  Street, 
London  W1A  1EN. 


Getting  under 
the  skin 

Following  on  from  the  launch  of  a  beauty 
and  haircare  range,  House  of  Sheldon  are 
introducing  a  skincare  collection. 

The  range  contains  glycerine  and 
rosewater  cleanser,  cucumber  and  lemon 
toner,  honey  and  almond  moisturiser  and 
cocoa  butter  body  lotion.  Each  bottle 
retails  at  £0.99  for  185ml,  and  comes  in  a 
display  holding  six  of  each  product  or  in 
12s  per  item.  House  of  Sheldon  Ltd,  North 
Tyne  Industrial  Estate,  Longbenton, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne  NE12  9SZ. 


LSR  add  to 
Pur  range 


LSR  Baby  Products  are  adding  blue  and 
white  soothers  to  their  Pur  range  to  sell 
alongside  the  transparent  one  introduced 
six  months  ago. 

The  soothers  will  be  available  either  in 
a  blister  pack  (£0.54  each)  or  on  a  card  of 
ten  (£0.49  each).  Advertising  will  run  in 
Parents  magazine  and  baby  annuals 
during  September  and  October.  LSR 
Baby  Products  (UK)  Ltd,  Unit  18,  The  Fort 
Industrial  Park,  Dunlop  Way,  Chewter 
Road,  Birmingham  B35  7AR. 

Banfi  bonus 

Banfi  are  offering  retailers  the  chance  to 
win  £1,000  for  orders  of  12  or  more  bottles 
of  Banfi  hair  tonic  purchased  through 
Vestric  or  Macarthys  between  September 
2  and  November  1 . 

During  this  period  Vestric  are  offering 
a  20  per  cent  discount  and  Macarthys  — 
10  per  cent  on  all  orders.  A  video  recorder 
will  go  to  the  retailer  who  buys  most  Banfi 
stock  through  Macarthys  during  the  two 
month  period. 

The  prize  money  will  be  awarded  to  the 
entrant  who  in  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
shows  the  "greatest  skill  and  judgement" 
in  their  answers  to  a  short  questionnaire. 
Banli  Ltd,  PO  Box  2JW,  37 A  Duke  Street, 
London  W1A  2JW. 


Beaute  plus 

Beaute  are  adding  a  bath  and  shower  gel 
(150ml  tube,  £3.95)  to  their  Noir  Essentiels 
pour  Homme  range.  Beaute  Ltd,  202 
Terminus  Road ,  Eastbourne,  East  Sussex 
BN21  3DF. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian 

UUIsler 

STV  Scolland 

B Border 

G  Granada 

Central 

CCenlral 

A  Angha 

Y  Yorkshire 

CTV  Channel  Islands 

TSW  South  West 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

LWT  London  Weekend 

TTV  Thames  Television 

TVS  South 

C4  Channel  1 

Bt  TV-am 

TT  TvneTees 

Anadin:  GTV,STV,A 

Baby  Wet  Ones:  All  areas  except  C4 

Biactol:  All  areas 

Calgon:  A,TVS,TTV 
Canderel: 

U,STV,BTV,HTV,TSW,TVS,TTV,TT,Bt 

Corimisi:  All  areas 

Cream  Silk:  All  areas 

Cymalon:  All  areas 


Empathy  shampoo:  All  areas 

Gillette  Right  Guard:  All  areas 

loop's  health  salts:  GTV,STV,C4,(GTV,STV) 
Kodak  films:  All  areas 

Linco  Beer  shampoo:  All  areas 

Listerine:  LWT,TTV,  C4  (LWT,TTV) 

Mermen  Speedstick:  All  areas 

Odor  Eaters:  STV,HTV,LWT,TT 
Optrex:  All  areas 

Pearl  Drops  tooth  polish:Y,C4,Bt(Y,TTV,C4) 
Poly  Foam:  All  areas 

Pond's  dry  skincare  range:  STV,G,C,A,TTV, 

TVS 

Signal  toothpaste:  C,TTV 
Simple  skin  care:  C,A,TVS,TTV,C4 
Sweet  ex:  Y 
Tramil  500:  All  areas 

Veganin:  All  areas, C4  (Y  only) 

Vaseline  petroleum  jelly:  Bt 
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WE'RE 
)UR  NEW  PACK  WITH 
&  CUT-BACK  IN  PRICE. 


Our  new  pack  design  for  backache  Your  margin  of  30  per  cent  on  each 

ufferers  is  certainly  more  up-front  than      pack  sold  still  applies. 


•efore. 

Being  much  more  obvious  in 
•urpose,  it's  sure  to  catch  their  eye.  1 

Equally  attractive  to  your 
ustomers  will  be  our  new,  reduced 
•rices.  It  is  our  way  of  passing 
>n  the  benefits  of  our  reduced 
>ackaging  costs. 

A  carton  of  12  blister-packed 
ablets  will  now  cost  only  69p. 


69p 


12  TABLETS. 


£1-96 


36  TABLETS. 

While  a  carton  of  36  tablets  has  seen  profitable  note.  ^Qg/£ 
n  even  greater  drop  in  price  to  just  £1.96. 


Still  on  the  subject  of  money, 
we'll  be  spending  £3/4  million 
continuously  on  advertising  in  the 
national  press. 

A  Ciba  representative  will  be 
visiting  you  in  the  next  few  days 
to  press  home  the  point  that  we'll 
be  bringing  backache  sufferers  to 
your  door. 

It's  always  good  to  close  on  a 


CONSUMC-R  r  PHARMACEUTICALS 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Chesebrough's 
Perfect  Curl 

Chesebrough-Pond's  are  adding  Perfect 
Curl  to  their  Rave  home  perm  range. 

Retailing  at  £2.89,  the  product  is 
ammonia-free  and  comes  in  two  variants 
—  normal  hair  and  bleached  or  coloured 
hair.  A  national  Press  advertising 


campaign  will  run  for  two  weeks  from 
November  into  December,  with  some 
advertisements  offering  a  £1  rebate. 

Merchandising  support  will  include 
display  prepacks,  plastic  shelf  organisers 
and  in  store  leaflets. 

The  company  says  Perfect  Curl  aims  at 
ammonia-based  home  perm  users  and 
offers  "tighter,  longer-lasting  curls  without 
lingering  ammonia  odour".  Chesebrough- 
Pond's  Ltd,  PO  Box  242,  Consort  House, 
Victoria  Street,  Windsor  Berks  SL4  1EX. 


Pretty  pledge 

Pretty  Polly  are  supporting  the  NSPCC  to 
help  raise  £50,000,  between  September 
and  the  end  of  December  —  the  cost  of 
protecting  over  100  children  for  a  year. 

Each  pack  of  Galaxy  micromesh  tights 
will  carry  a  coupon  giving  the  customer  5p. 
off  her  next  purchase  of  any  Galaxy  style. 
Pretty  Polly  have  pledged  5p  to  the 
NSPCC  for  every  coupon  redeemed. 
Pharmagen  Ltd,  Church  Road,  Perry 
Barr,  Birmingham  B422LD. 


Unican  cash 
offer  brewing 

All  wine  and  beer  cans  in  the  Unican 
range  will  be  despatched  carrying  a 
colour  flashed  cashback  offer  on  the  label 
between  September  15  and  October  30 
(subject  to  stocks  remaining  available).  No 
special  code  numbers  or  new  bar  codes 
will  be  involved. 

Shoppers  purchasing  any  three  of  the 
Unican  wine  and  beer  kits  bearing  the 
flashed  offer  can  fill  in  an  attached  coupon 
and  send  it  with  the  three  can  labels  to  a 
Slough  PO  box  address,  to  receive  two  £1 
coins.  Redemption  is  valid  until  June  30 
1986. 

Although  special  purchase  stocks  are 
"substantial"  say  Brewmaker,  they  will  be 
allocated  to  orders  on  a  "first  come,  first 
served"  basis  and  it  is  not  possible  to 
guarantee  offer  cans  to  late-comers. 
Brewmaker  pic,  Brewmaker  House,  First 
Avenue,  Millbrook,  Southampton 
SOI  0LG. 


UNPARALLELED  QUALITY... 


Myeth  Laboratories,  w 


Wyeth  are  now  making  available  the  following 
major  products  from  their  range  of  generics: 

*  Lorazepam  tablets  1mg  &  2.5mg 

*  Oxazepam  tablets  B.R  10mg  &  15mg 

*  Temazepam  capsules  10mg  &  20mg 

*  Aluminium  Hydroxide  Mixture  B.R  2  litre 

For  information,  prices  and  discounts  available 
phone  the  WYETH  "HOTLINE"  06286  4377  Ext  4345 
or  post  the  coupon  below 


,  made  in  Britain  by  Wyeth 

the  backing  of  the  product  originator 

,  for  a  high  degree  of  patient  acceptance 


WYETH 


GENERICS 


'Trade  Marks 
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Senokot  goes 
GSL  but  still 
chemist  only 

Reckitt  &  Colman  are  introducing  new 
GSL  packs  of  Senokot  aimed  at  the  self- 
selection  part  of  the  pharmacy  counter. 
The  company  says  it  has  no  plans  to 
change  its  pharmacy  only  distribution 
policy  for  the  brand. 

On  the  new  colour  pack  the  Reckitt  & 
Colman  "sword  in  a  circle"  and  the 
Senokot  brand  name  feature  heavily.  The 


senna  pod  motif  has  been  withdrawn  to 
give  a  more  natural  look.  The  maximum 
dosage  on  the  GSL  pack  is  two  tablets. 

"The  new  pack  develops  the  natural 
image  the  brand  has  and  our  research 
shows  that  it  is  attractive  to  consumers," 
says  product  manager  David  Bishop. 
"Going  GSL  allows  us  to  widen  the  display 
of  the  brand  and  to  promote  it  actively," 
says  group  product  manager  David 
Ellison.  "As  Senokot  thrives  on  pharmacist 
recommendation  there  is  no  reason  to 
widen  distribution." 

The  company  is  putting  £200,000 
behind  the  brand  in  a  women's  Press 
campaign.  The  half-page  advertisement, 
in  the  same  colours  as  the  new  pack,  will 
appear,  on  average,  in  one  weekly  each 
week.  Magazines  include  My  Weekly, 
Good  Housekeeping,  Woman 's  Weekly, 
Woman 's  Realm  and  TV  Times.  Reckitt  & 
Colman  Products  Ltd,  Pharmaceutical 
Division,  Dansom  Lane,  HullHW  7DS. 


Coloplast  short 
—  free  trial  offer 

Coloplast  say  that  due  to  high  demand, 
here  will  be  an  extended  period  when 
hey  will  be  unable  to  supply  the  following 
idhesive  appliances:  regular  no  3,  extra 
10s  2  and  3,  extra  79  nos  2  and  3,  comfort  1 
10mm  (code  1002),  comfort  2  30mm  and 
18mm,  Ileo  B  Mini  and  Ileo  B  decorated. 

To  ensure  no  ostomist  is  without 
ippliances,  Coloplast  are  offering  the 
:hance  to  evaluate  their  mc2000  products, 
nformative  literature  and  free  samples  are 
vailable  on  presentation  of  patient  stoma 
ize  details.  Coloplast  Ltd,  Bridge  House, 
Orchard  Lane,  Huntingdon,  Cambs  PE18 
>QT. 

Sponsors  for 
no-animal  tests 

.anes,  New  Era,  Potters  and  Weleda  are 
nounting  a  three  month  promotion 
hrough  all  branches  of  Southern  Health 
'oods  to  raise  money  for  the  Dr  Hadwen 
'rust. 

The  Trust  funds  projects  investigating 
iltematives  to  live  animal  experiments  in 
nedical  research.  It  maintains  that 
nedical  research  can  be  achieved  without 
mimal  experimentation.  The  four 
nanufacturers  will  each  contribute  5  per 
:ent  of  their  sales  through  Southern  Health 
'oods  outlets  during  October,  November 
ind  December.  Southern  Health  Foods 
vill  make  an  equivalent  contribution. 


A  customer  competition  will  run 
simultaneously,  for  which  anyone  buying 
Lanes,  New  Era,  Potters  or  Weleda 
products  is  entitled  to  an  entry  form.  Prizes 
are  short  Spring  holidays  in  "some  of  the 
most  beautiful  parts  of  the  country." 

Prizes  will  be  presented  next  January 
by  the  actress  Joanna  Lumley,  who  is  co- 
sponsoring  the  promotion.  A  similar 
promotion  held  in  1974  raised  a  four  figure 


Pain  relief 
in  Dreamland 

A  new  addition  to  Dreamland's  personal 
comfort  products  is  a  range  of  heating 
pads  called  Physiopads  for  relief  from 
aches,  pains  and  muscle  strain.  Available 
from  the  Autumn  they  will  retail  at  around 
£25  each. 

The  new  range  comprises  four  models 
styled  to  wrap  around  the  neck,  back 
shoulder  or  knee.  "Compact  and  flexible 
the  Physiopads  will  deliver  concentrated 
warmth.  Velcro  fastenings  and  strap  and 
buckle  ensure  a  snug  fit"  says  the 
company. 

The  pads  have  a  choice  of  three  heat 
levels  and  a  long  lead  for  added 
convenience.  The  velour  covers  are 
removable  and  washable.  Dreamland 
electrical  appliances  pic,  Shipyard  Estate, 
Hythe,  Southampton,  Hants  S04  6YE. 

Tramil  on  TV 

International  Chemical  Co  are  backing 
Tramil  500  with  a  £400,000  national 
television  campaign. 

Thirty  and  ten  second  spots  are 
running  for  four  weeks  into  September. 
International  Chemical  Co  Ltd,  Chenies 
Street,  London  WC1E7ET. 


SCRIPT  SPECIALITIES! 


Evans  add  two 


generics. 


Labetalol  lOOmg  and  200mg  tablets  and 
spironolactone  50mg  tablets  are  now 
available  from  Evans  Medical. 

The  labetalol  tablets  are  orange, 
round,  bi-convex,  film-coated  and 
engraved  with  the  Evans  logo  on  one  side 
and  the  strength  and  code  number  on  the 
reverse.  They  are  packed  in  Securitainers 
of  100  (lOOmg,  £7.20;  200mg,  £11.40 
trade). 

The  spironolactone  tablets  are  plain, 
white,  film  coated  (100,  £14.20).  Evans 
Medical  Ltd,  The  Old  Post  House,  London 
End,  Beaconsfield,  Bucks  HP92JH. 

...so  do  APS 

APS  have  added  chlordiazepoxide 
capsules  lOmg  (100,  £1.76;  500,  £7.67 
trade)  and  oxazepam  lOmg  (100,  £1.61; 
500,  £6.91)  and  15mg  (100,  £1.79;  500 
£7.82)  tablets  to  their  range.  Approved 
Prescription  Services  Ltd,  Whitclilre 


House,  Whitcliiie  Road,  Cleckheaton, 
West  Yorkshire  BD193BZ. 
Antraderm  new  pack  size:  Brocades  are 
introducing  20ml  sticks  of  Antraderm 
(£5.05  trade),  Antraderm  mild  (£4.51)  and 
Antraderm  forte  (£5.58)  dithranol 
preparations.  They  will  replace  the  8ml 
packs  when  stocks  are  exhausted.  The 
move  follows  requests  from  doctors  for  a 
larger  size,  say  Brocades  (Great  Britain) 
Ltd,  Brocades  House,  Pyrford  Road,  West 
Byileet,  Weyhridge,  Surrey  KT14  6R A. 
Cox  metronidazole  change:  From  the 
end  of  August,  metronidazole  200mg  will 
be  white,  circular,  biconvex  tablets, 
12.5mm  in  diameter  and  with  no  identity 
markings,  say  Cox  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Whiddon  Valley,  Barnstaple, 
Devon  EX328NS. 
Ampilar  reintroduced:  Lagap  are 
reintroducing  their  Ampilar  ampicillm 
250mg  (500,  £17  trade)  and  500mg  (250, 
£16.82)  tablets  and  125mg  in  5ml  (12  by 
100ml,  £6.60)  and  250mg  in  5ml  (12  by 
100ml,  £11.88)  syrups.  Lagap 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Old  Portsmouth 
Road,  Peasmarsh,  Guildford,  Surrey 
GU31LZ. 
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still  in  search  of 


There  are  only  three  conditions  for  which 
vitamin  E  supplementation  is  a  medically 
accepted,  proven  treatment.  They  are 
haemolytic  anaemia  in  the  newborn, 
treatment  of  deficiences  caused  by 
malabsorption  of  fats  as  in  cystic  fibrosis, 
and  treatment  of  intermittent  claudication. 
But  evidence  is  accumulating  that  vitamin  E 
may  have  more  to  offer,  and  the  following  are 
some  of  the  areas  in  which  the  vitamin  may 
prove  useful. 

Oxygen  blindness 

The  main  role  of  vitamin  E  is  believed  to  be 
as  an  anti-oxidant  in  protecting  unsaturated 
lipids  in  cell  membranes  from  damage  by 
free  radical  oxidation.  When  the  integrity  of 
cell  membranes  is  impaired  in  this  way, 
bodily  processes  deteriorate. 

This  anti-oxidant  effect  has  been  found 
useful  in  reducing  the  severity  of  retrolental 
fibroplasia  which  can  lead  to  "oxygen 
blindness"  in  premature  babies  who  have 
been  given  oxygen  therapy. 

Premenstrual  tension 

Vitamin  E  supplementation  has  been  found 
to  help  some  symptoms  of  premenstrual 
tension. 

In  a  trial  carried  out  by  Dr  Robert 
London  and  his  team  at  Sinai  Hospital  and 
Johns  Hopkins  University  School  of 
Medicine,  Baltimore,  USA,  75  women  took  a 
placebo  or  alpha-tocopherol  (150,  300  or 
600  iu  daily)  for  two  months.  The  patients 
recorded  their  own  pre-menstrual  symptoms 
by  means  of  a  questionnaire. 

The  symptoms  were  divided  into  four 
groups:  PMT-A  covered  nervous  tension, 
mood  swings,  irritability  and  anxiety;  PMT-H 
covered  weight  gain,  swelling  of  extremities, 
breast  tenderness  and  abdominal  bloating; 
PMT-C  covered  headache,  craving  for 
sweets,  increased  appetite,  heart  pounding, 
fatigue,  and  dizziness  or  fainting;  PMT-D 
covered  depression,  forgetfulness,  crying, 
confusion  and  insomnia. 

Vitamin  E  had  a  significantly  greater 
effect  than  placebo  in  improving  all  groups 


Vitamin  E  has  often  been 
described  as  a  cure  in  search 
of  a  disease.  Sixty  years  after 

ills  dlisco^e)ry  Sits  use  is  still 
controversial.  C&D  looks  at 

recent  research  into  some 
possible  therapeutic  actions. 

of  symptoms  except  PMT-H.  The  optimum 
dose  seemed  to  be  300iu  daily. 

The  authors  say  that  one  possible 
shortcoming  of  the  study  was  the  fact  that  all 
patients  had  benign  breast  disease,  but  at 
least  50  per  cent  of  women  are  believed  to 
have  this  condition  so  the  findings  could 
apply  to  a  substantial  proportion  of  the 
female  population. 

Cancer  and  benign  breast 

In  1982  the  US  National  Research  Council 
reviewed  evidence  for  a  role  for  vitamin  E  in 
preventing  cancer.  It  concluded  that  while 
the  vitamin  inhibits  formation  of 
carcinogenic  nitrosamines  in  vivo  and 
limited  studies  suggest  that  the  vitamin  may 
inhibit  tumour  formation  in  several  model 
systems,  there  was  not  enough  data  for  firm 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  about  the  anti- 
cancer effect  in  humans. 

Researchers  at  Harvard  University  have 
looked  at  the  serum  levels  of  vitamins  A  and 
E  and  carotenoids  in  111  participants  in  a 
hypertension  detection  and  follow  up 
programme  who  were  diagnosed  as  having 
cancer  in  the  next  five  years.  Serum  levels  of 
vitamin  E  in  the  subjects  who  later  developed 
cancer  were  "somewhat  lower"  than  the 
levels  in  210  controls  who  remained  cancer 
free,  but  this  difference  was  only  slight  when 
the  results  were  corrected  for  the  effect  of 
different  cholesterol  levels. 

Dr  W.  Willett  and  his  colleagues 
reported  in  the  New  England  Journal  of 
Medicine  last  year  that  the  data  did  not 
support  a  link  between  serum  levels  of  anti- 
oxidant vitamins  and  reduced  cancer  risk 
but  suggested  that,  "The  possibility  that  these 


nutrients  have  protective  effects  in 
subgroups  of  a  population  or  against 
particular  types  of  cancer  cannot  be 
excluded  and  small  effects  may  be  detected 
in  larger  studies." 

Dr  N.J.  Wald,  Radcliffe  Infirmary, 
Oxford,  and  his  colleagues  investigated  the 
connection  between  breast  cancer  and 
plasma  levels  of  retinol,  beta  carotene  and 
vitamin  E.  Plasma  was  collected  from  over 
5,000  women  in  Guernsey  between  1968-75. 
By  the  end  of  1982,  39  of  these  women  had 
developed  breast  cancer  and  it  was 
discovered  that  their  blood  vitamin  E  levels 
were  significantly  lower  than  in  78  others 
who  remained  free  from  the  disease.  Beta 
carotene  levels  tended  to  be  lower  in  women 
who  developed  breast  cancer  but  the 
difference  was  not  statistically  significant 
and  there  was  no  link  between  retinol  and 
reduced  risk  of  the  disease. 

The  authors  suggested  in  the  British 
Journal  of  Cancer  that  the  relationship 
between  low  plasma  vitamin  E  and  beta 
carotene  and  a  high  incidence  of  breast 
cancer  may  be  a  direct  effect  or  may  be  due 
to  other  factors  which  are  associated  with 
these  nutrients. 

Other  studies  indicate  that  vitamin  E  can 
be  effective  in  treating  and  possibly 
preventing  the  non-cancerous  lumpy  breast 
tissue  which  affects  one  woman  in  five,  a 
group  thought  to  be  at  greater  risk  of 
developing  breast  cancer. 

Following  trials  in  benign  cystic  breast 
disease,  Dr  R.  London,  Baltimore's  Sinai 
Hospital,  recommends  vitamin  E  as  a  first 
line  treatment.  In  a  double  blind  study,  15 
out  of  17  patients  with  the  disease  showed 
clinical  improvement  with  600iu  daily.  Their 
low  serum  progesterone  to  oestrogen  ratios 
increased  significantly  after  two  months 
treatment  until  they  resembled  those  of  the 
controls.  The  researchers  speculated  that 
redressing  this  balance  of  hormones  may 
reduce  the  risk  of  breast  cancer. 

Other  studies  are  currently  being 
carried  out  on  the  possible  link  between 
breast  cancer  and  low  vitamin  E  levels. 
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Sources  of  vitamin  E 


The  richest  food  sources  of  vitamin  E  are 
wheat  germ,  seed  oils  —  particularly  wheat 
germ,  sunflower  and  safflower  oils  —  and 
margarines  made  from  seed  oils.  Other 
good  sources  are  nuts,  seeds,  eggs,  milk, 
leafy  green  vegetables  and  whole  grains. 

In  foods  vitamin  E  is  a  series  of 
tocopherols  of  which  d-alpha  tocopherol  is 
the  most  biologically  active.  Other  natural 
source  forms  of  vitamin  E  are  the  esters  d- 
alpha  tocopheryl  acetate  and  d-alpha 
tocopheryl  acid  succinate.  Synthetic  forms 
of  viatmin  E  are  the  dl-alpha  isomers  of  these 
compounds,  which  are  derived  from 
petrochemicals  or  turpentine.  If  both  the  d- 


and  dl-  types  are  listed  on  the  label  the 
product  is  a  mixture  of  synthetic  and  natural 
source  vitamin  E.  While  natural  and 
synthetic  forms  are  absorbed  by  the  body  at 
about  the  same  rate,  there  is  evidence  that 
the  natural  form  is  retained  longer. 

Vitamin  E  in  foods  is  gradually  destroyed 
by  oxygen,  a  process  that  is  accelerated  by 
light  and  heat  and  exposure  to  the  peroxides 
and  hydroperoxides  formed  when  fats 
become  rancid.  Many  foods  are  exposed  to 
these  conditions  during  processing  so  that 
refined  and  processed  foods  are  less 
predictable  sources  of  vitamin  E  than 
unprocessed  fresh  foods. 


Dr  K.  Prasad,  director  of  the  centre  for 
vitamins  and  cancer  research,  School  of 
Medicine,  University  of  Colorado  Health 
Sciences  Center,  Denver,  and  president  of 
the  International  Association  of  Vitamins  and 
Nutritional  Oncology,  has  reviewed  various 
studies  on  the  role  of  vitamin  E  in  cancer.  In 
his  book  "Vitamins  against  cancer"  he  says 
laboratory  studies  have  shown  that  vitamin  E 
may  convert  some  cancer  cells  such  as 
melanoma  and  neuroblastomas  to  normal, 
cells  and  stimulate  the  body's  defences 
against  the  disease.  The  vitamin  is  also  said 
to  enhance  the  cell-killing  effect  of 
chemotherapeutic  agents,  radiation  and 
heat,  and  can  reduce  some  of  their  toxic  side 
effects.  Further  studies  are  needed  to  verify 
the  importance  or  otherwise  of  the  vitamin  in 
preventing  cancer,  but  at  least  26  human 
studies  involving  nutrients  such  as  vitamin  E 
are  in  progress,  sponsored  by  the  US 
National  Cancer  Institute. 

Cardiovascular  disease 

Vitamin  E  is  believed  to  protect  against 
thrombus  formation  by  stimulating  the 
production  of  prostacyclin,  the  most  potent 
natural  inhibitor  of  platelet  aggregation 
known,  in  preference  to  thromboxane, 
which  causes  platelet  aggregation. 

Researchers  at  Ohio  State  University 
have  discovered  that,  in  rabbits,  vitamin  E 
inhibits  the  lipoxygenase  enzyme  that 
catalyses  the  breakdown  of  arachidonic  acid 
into  toxic  peroxides  and  hydroperoxy  fatty 
acids  which  in  turn  inhibit  the  action  of 
prostacyclin. 

Nobel  prizewinner  Dr  John  Vane  has 
found  that  lipid  peroxides  present  in 
atheromatous  plaques  can  selectively  inhibit 
the  produciton  of  prostacyclin  in  vascular 
tissue.  A  deficiency  of  vitamin  E  is  one  of 
several  factors  which  can  encourage  lipid 
peroxide  formation  and  Dr  Vane  believes 
there  is  now  a  rational  basis  for  the  careful 
testing  of  anti-oxidants  such  as  vitamin  E  for 
the  prevention  of  diseases  like  thrombosis. 

Other  workers  have  found  that  vitamin  E 
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and  calcium  supplements  given  in  the 
period  before  surgery  can  reduce  the  risk  of 
post-operative  thrombosis. 

It  has  also  been  reported  that  in  some 
cases  vitamin  E  can  decrease  cholesterol 
levels  and  influence  the  proportion  of  blood 
lipoproteins  in  favour  of  the  beneficial  high 
density  lipoproteins  which  transport  excess 
cholesterol  from  the  body  cells  to  the  liver  for 
disposal . 

Degenerative  diseases 

Accumulation  of  free  peroxide  radicals  has 
been  demonstrated  in  the  process  of  ageing 
and  degenerative  diseases.  In  a  study  in 
Poland,  reported  last  year  in  the  Annals  of 
Nutrition  and  Metabolism,  100  healthy 
elderly  people  were  given  vitamin  E  lOOmg 


twice  daily,  vitamin  C  200mg  twice  daily  or 
both  for  one  year. 

Vitamin  C  decreased  lipid  peroxide 
levels  by  13  per  cent  while  vitamin  E  or  a 
combination  of  both  vitamins  decreased 
lipid  peroxide  levels  by  about  25  per  cent. 

However  Dr  Edward  Schneider  and  Mr 
John  Reed,  writing  on  "Life  extension"  in 
The  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine  last 
May,  sound  a  note  of  caution.  They  say: 
"Although  the  possible  anti-neoplastic  and 
anti-ageing  actions  of  vitamins  A,  C,  and  E 
and  of  the  mineral  selenium  deserve  further 
investigation,  the  available  evidence  at  this 
time  does  not  support  recommending  diet 
supplementation  with  these  vitamins  or 
selenium  for  either  life  extension  or  the 
prevention  of  cancer." 


Other  possible  uses 


Other  possible  uses  of  vitamin  E  include  the 
treatment  of  burns,  prevention  of  varicose 
veins,  slowing  of  cataract  and  prevention  of 
diabetic  complications.  So  great  is  the 
interest  in  vitamin  E  that  some  700  research 
papers  a  year  are  published  on  it  worldwide. 

Meanwhile,  food  labelling  regulations 
coming  into  effect  next  January  will  classify 
vitamin  E  on  the  "unscheduled"  list  which 
means  that  no  information  can  be  provided 
on  the  label  concerning  its  possible  benefits, 
a  move  which  is  being  strongly  opposed  by 
major  suppliers  of  the  vitamin. 

Only  time  will  tell  whether  their  faith  in 
what  researchers  have  described  as  "a 
remarkable  nutritional  substance"  has  been 
justified. 


How  much  to  take? 


One  of  the  more  controversial  areas  is  how 
much  vitamin  E  is  needed  to  maintain  good 
health? 

Martindale's  Extra  Pharmacopoeia  says 
that  the  minimum  daily  requirements  have 
not  been  clearly  defined  and  that  there 
appears  to  be  no  evidence  that  supplements 
are  required  in  people  on  balanced  diets. 

No  recommended  daily  allowance  is 
quoted  by  UK  authorities  but  US  authorities 
suggest  a  minimum  of  15iu  daily  for  adults, 
with  a  preferred  intake  of  30iu  and  between 
30-60iu  for  pregnant  and  lactating  women. 

Protagonists  of  vitamin  E  doubt  whether 
these  levels  are  anything  like  adequate  and 
question  whether  the  modern  diet,  with  its 
highly  processed  foods,  is  capable  of 
providing  such  amounts.  Requirements  also 
vary  according  to  individuals,  how  much  of 
the  vitamin  is  absorbed  by  the  body  and 
what  other  foods  are  being  eaten 
simultaneously.  For  example,  more  vitamin  E 
is  needed  if  the  diet  is  high  in 
polyunsaturated  fats. 

Dr  Leonard  Mervyn,  who  has  studied  the 
vitamin  extensively,  writes  in  his  book 


"Vitamin  E:  The  vitality  vitamin,"  that  no-one 
knows  exactly  how  much  is  needed  on  a 
daily  basis  simply  because  there  is  no  single 
deficiency  symptom  that  can  be  assessed. 
Deficiency  symptoms  in  premature  infants 
and  children  are  haemolytic  anaemia, 
irritability  and  oedema.  In  adults  there  is  a 
lack  of  energy,  inability  to  concentrate, 
apathy,  decreased  sexual  performance, 
muscle  weakness  and  deposition  of  brown  fat 
in  body  organs. 

Dr  Mervyn  recommends  gradually 
increasing  the  dose,  starting  with  100m  daily 
for  a  month,  then  250iu  daily  for  another 
month  and  increasing  by  similar  steps  up  to 
400  or  500iu.  Anything  over  l,000iu  daily 
should  be  taken  only  under  medical 
supervision. 

Henkel,  who  are  major  suppliers  of  the 
vitamin  to  the  UK,  recommend  that  200  to 
400iu  daily  should  elevate  vitamin  E  blood 
levels  substantially  and  be  ample  for  healthy 
people.  Side  effects  are  mostly  associated 
with  daily  intakes  of  800iu  or  more  and 
include  muscle  weakness,  fatigue,  transient 
mcrease  m  blood  pressure  with  palpitations 
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PATIENT  RECORDS 


Limited  list  creates 
further  opportunities 


If  you  ask  a  patient  what  medicines  they  are  taking,  do  you 
always  get  the  full  picture?  C&D  went  to  Glasgow  to  talk  to  Dr 
Fraser  Stuart,  a  medically  qualified  pharmacist  who  is 
researching  how  having  accurate  patient  records  would  affect  his 
counterprescribing. 


Last  March  Dr  Fraser  Stuart  began 
keeping  computerised  records  of  all 
drugs  and  OTC  medicines  prescribed  for 
and  bought  by  patients  in  his  Glasgow 
pharmacy.  His  plan  was  to  find  out  the  effect 
of  accurate  patient  records  on 
counterprescribing,  and  already  he's  sure  its 
the  way  forward. 

Dr  Stuart  sees  keeping  patient  records  as 
fulfilling  his  professional  responsibilities. 
But  then  again,  it  probably  comes  more 
naturally  to  him  being  medically  qualified. 
And  as  he  says  of  local  doctors'  attitudes: 
"They  would  probably  expect  it  of  me". 

The  limited  list,  he  believes,  has  created 
further  problems,  making  record  keeping  all 
the  more  important.  "The  limited  list  has 
pushed  more  responsibility  onto  the 
pharmacist,"  he  says.  "Treatment  in  a  lot  of 
areas  has  changed  from  prescription  to 
OTC."  Cough  and  cold  remedies  present 
some  of  the  major  problems,  with  so  few 
effective  treatments  still  prescribable  on  the 
NHS.  "Many  patients  who  used  to  get  a 
cough  bottle  prescribed  by  their  doctor  are 
coming  to  pharmacies,  and  the  chemist  is 
left  with  the  problem  of  deciding  what  to 
give."  The  £2  prescription  charge  has  also 
meant  more  self  treatment. 

With  the  ingredients  of  so  many  OTC 
products  giving  ample  scope  for  interactions 
with  prescribed  treatment,  it  is  essential  the 
pharmacist  finds  out  what  other  medication 
a  patient  is  taking.  "For  example,  someone 
who  is  on  Aldomet  from  his  GP,  comes  into 
the  pharmacy  and  asks  for  a  packet  of 
Contac.  We  should  really  be  checking  his 
record  before  selling  it  to  him." 

Dr  Stuart  is  currently  trying  to  find  out 
the  scale  of  the  problem.  He  already  has 
details  of  over  7,000  patients  on  file,  and  says 
he  will  be  able  to  get  some  definitive  data 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

He  does  not  yet  use  the  patient  records  to 
help  him  in  counterprescribing,  nor  does  he 
think  they  should  ever  be  an  excuse  for  not 
asking  questions.  "I  want  it  to  be  a  blind 
trial,"  he  says.  "When  somebody  comes  m  for 
a  cough  bottle  I  ask  them  what  sort  of  cough 
it's  for,  if  it's  for  themselves,  their  age,  their 
name  and  address  and  whether  they  are 


taking  anything  else." 

Dr  Stuart  sees  these  questions  as 
standard.  "Having  a  medical  qualification  I 
automatically  assume  I  can  ask  any  question 
I  wish,  though  I  know  a  lot  of  pharmacists  are 
not  confident  enough  to  do  that.  But  I  have 
never  had  anyone  ask  me:  why  the 
questions?'"  He  admits  there  is  a  little 
resistance  from  some  patients  to  giving  an 
address  when  all  they  want  is  something  for 
a  cough,  "so  I  approach  it  along  the  lines  of 
shall  I  make  something  up  for  you?'" 

Dr  Stuart  says  that  if  the  patient  does 
want  him  to  make  something  up,  he 
immediately  runs  into  the  potential  problem 
he  is  trying  to  identify.  "I  use  Sancos  Co 
dilutions  which  of  course  contains 
pseudoephedrine,"  he  says.  "So  I've  got  to 
make  sure  they're  not  on  ephedrine  nasal 
drops  or  Sudafed,  and  so  on." 

At  the  end  of  the  test  period,  Dr  Stuart 
will  be  able  to  look  at  his  patient  records  and 
identify  the  number  of  times  he  would  have 
recommended  a  different  product  or  even 
not  recommended  one  at  all  had  he  all  the 
relevant  information. 

The  drawback  with  questioning  the 
person  asking  for  a  product  is  that  it  might 
not  be  for  them,  they  might  not  know  exactly 
what  drugs  they  have  been  prescribed  or 
they  might  not  even  think  that  "other  tablets" 
are  important.  This  is  when  a  patient  record 
system  is  invaluable,  Dr  Stuart  thinks. 

Problem  areas 

Cough  and  cold  remedies  are  by  no  means 
the  only  area  with  potential  problems. 

"Take  OTC  ibuprofen,"  says  Dr  Stuart.  "It 
is  difficult  enough  for  me  to  remember  the  25 
or  however  many  names  there  are.  The 
limited  list  has  created  new  names.  A  patient 
who  buys  Paracodol  could  already  be  on  co- 
codamol  from  their  doctor." 

Of  course,  patients  do  not  always  go  to 
the  same  pharmacy  and  there  have  been 
suggestions  that  they  should  register  with  a 
particular  pharmacy.  "Registration  would 
certainly  protect  people,  but  I  don't  think 
things  are  going  to  change  —  in  fact,  people 
tend  to  'register'  now."  He  points  out  that 
health  centre  pharmacies  are  generally  no 


further  along  the  patient  record  route  than 
those  in  the  high  street. 

Dr  Stuart  sees  a  patient  records  system  as 
being  able  to  provide  useful  information  for 
the  running  of  a  business  as  well  as 
contributing  to  patient  care.  It  could  help  in 
siting  a  pharmacy.  "A  patient  record  system 
can  tell  you  where  your  patients  are  from 
and  identify  areas  deprived  of  some  kind  of 
service."  It  could  also  help  with  stock  control 
he  says,  enabling  the  ordering  of  expensive 
items  when  it  is  known  a  patient  will  soon  be 
requiring  them. 

His  pharmacy  in  the  Gleddoch  area  of 
Glasgow  is  ideally  suited  to  having  patient 
records  readily  available  for  consulting 
during  counterprescribing.  The  dispensary 
wall  forms  the  "front  counter"  with  the 
pharmacist  and  two  dispensers  working 
behind  it.  All  medicine  sales  are  therefore 
channelled  through  the  pharmacist. 

Dr  Stuart  has  the  only  pre-release 
prototype  of  a  new  system  from  John 
Richardson  Computers,  due  to  be  marketed 
later  this  year.  It  is  a  hard  disc  add-on  unit  to 
the  standard  Richardson  labelling  system, 
with  a  basic  capacity  for  the  instant  retrieval 
of  some  12,000  patient  records  and  up  to 
65,000  prescriptions.  Further  cartridges 
would  allow  more  data  to  be  stored.  Security 
is  assured  by  back  up  onto  hard  disc  each 
night.  The  full  system  will  also  be  capable  of 
automatic  private  prescription  pricing,  stock 
control  and  alerting  drug  interactions.  The 
price  will  be  around  £2,000  with  a  floppy 
disc  version  at  around  £1,250. 

Dr  Stuart  says  dispensing  takes  a  little 
longer.  "But  it  is  a  very  small  price  to  pay  if 
the  patient  is  satisfied.  The  image  pharmacy 
projects  at  the  moment  is  of  taking  a  pack  off 
the  shelf  and  putting  a  label  on  it.  What  we 
should  be  doing  is  taking  an  interest,  a  little 
more  time  and  improving  our  efficiency." 

When  he  first  started  back  in  March  it 
was  a  fairly  slow  process.  "But  as  you  build 
up  the  list  of  patients  it  becomes  a  lot  faster. 
Now  I  find  it  reasonably  quick  to  get  a  new 
patient  onto  record,  and  I  think  when  it  is 
running  properly  it  will  actually  save  time." 

Dr  Stuart  feels  there  should  be  support  for 
pharmacists  to  set  up  such  systems  as  it  leads 
to  a  better  service.  He  hopes  the  Nuffield 
Report  will  promote  them. 

Finally,  if  he  were  going  to  open  a  new 
pharmacy  tomorrow,  with  the  benefit  of  just 
five  months  experience,  would  Dr  Stuart 
install  a  patient  record  system? 

"Yes,"  he  says.  "Right  from  the  start." 

Dr  Stuart  will  be  speaking  in  the  retail 
pharmacy  seminar  at  EPOS  '85  on 
September  18  at  the  Novotel  in  London. 
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THE 


TEST  THAT 


THE  BEST 
RESULTS 


Discover  2  outsells  every 
ther  OTC  pregnancy  test  by  a 
onsiderable  margin,  and  has 
one  so  for  some  time  now. 

The  reason  is  not  hard  to 
nd.  It's  the  test  that  is  matched 
lost  exactly  to  consumer  needs 

It  has  a  tried  and  trusted 
^putation.  It  is  a  double  test. 
:s  easy  to  use.  And  it  gives 


Discover  2 

The  double  check 
home  pregnancy  test 


a  clear  and  accurate  result  in 
under  one  hour. 

Which  is  why  it  also  yields 
the  best  results  for  the 
pharmacists  who  sell  it. 

So  when  your  customers 
want  a  pregnancy  test,  make  sure 
=  you  recommend  Discover  2. 
It's  the  home  pregnancy 
test  most  women  prefer. 


with  g 


anier 
reatei 


testing 
accural') 


Results  in  lhour 


Discover  2 

Carter-Wallace,  Wear  Bay  Road,  Folkestone,  Kent.  Tel:  (0303)  57661 


PSNI  COUNCIL 


mm  it-  'i  i  i  m 
list  review  body 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Northern  Ireland  has  told 
the  Department  of  Health  it  is 
disappointed  that  no  member  of  the 
pharmaceutical  or  medical 
profession  has  been  included  on  the 
Province's  blacklist  review 
committee. 

The  Council  was  informed  of  the 
proposed  members  of  the  Advisory 
Committee  on  NHS  Drugs  at  its  July 
meeting. 

The  following  applications  for 
registration  as  students  were  granted: 
Q  Jacinta  Henrietta  Madonna  Curran 
(nee  Quinn),  17  Mission  Road,  Brackney, 
Ballymartin,  Newry,  co  Down. 
Q  Brendan  Noel  Gormley,  96  Tobermore 
Road,  Desertmartin,  Magherafelt,  co 
Londonderry. 

□  Kieran  Anthony  McBrien,  158 
Tattymoyle  Road,  Fintona,  co  Tyrone. 


□  Carole  McKee,  22  Parkmore  Drive, 
Caullybackey  Road,  Ballymena. 
Q  Brendan  Edward  McSorley,  224 
Newtownsaville  Road,  Eskra,  Omagh,  co 
Tyrone. 

The  application  by  Bernard  James 
Kelly,  Firbank  Lane,  Woking,  Surrey  to 
have  his  name  restored  to  the  Northern 
Ireland  Register  was  granted.  The 
application  by  Catherine  Dolores  Browne 
to  be  registered  under  the  reciprocal 
agreement  with  the  Great  Britain  Society 
was  approved. 

The  chairman  of  the  Law  and  Ethics 
Committee,  Mr  Galbraith,  reported  on  the 
proposed  changes  in  the  Misuse  of  Drugs 
legislation.  The  changes  can  be  divided 
broadly  into  three  categories: 
(1)  Changes  anticipating  ratification  by  the 
UK  of  the  1971  UN  Convention  on 
Psychotropic  Substances.  (2) 
Miscellaneous  changes.  (3)  Changes 
necessitated  by  other  legislation. 
The  Council  was  informed  of  the 
proposals  from  MAFF  to  introduce  better 
defined  controls  over  medicated  feeding 
stuffs  under  new  powers  which  were 
created  by  Section  13  of  the  Animal  Health 


and  Welfare  Act  1984. 

Permission  was  given  to  seal  the 
certificates  of  qualification  of  those 
graduates  entitled  to  receive  them. 

The  next  Council  meeting  will  be  held 
on  September  19.  The  Annual  meeting  of 
the  Society  will  be  on  October  3  at  7.45pm. 


HEALTH  CENTRE 


NEWS 


Worcester  —  a  community  health  centre 
and  doctors'  surgery  form  part  of  a  scheme 
for  a  £8m  local  shopping  development. 

Yorkshire  RHA  seeks  approval  for  a  town 
centre  health  clinic  at  South  Street, 
Dewsbury,  and  for  a  health  clinic  at 
Blackburn  Road,  Dewsbury. 

Leeds  —  outline  approval  is  sought  for  a 
doctors'  surgery  and  Health  Centre  at 
Pinfold  Lane,  Rothwell. 

Highland  Health  Board  has  awarded  a 
£300,000  contract  for  the  erection  of  a 
community  clinic  at  Fort  William. 


for  the  relief  of  conjunctivitis 
due  to  hay  fever 
irritating  smoke  or  dust 


Zyma 
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Detailed  information  will  be  sent  on  request.      Zyma  (UK)  Limited,  Alderley  Edge,  Cheshire  SK9  7XP 
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Bronzed  and  fit... 
for  nothing? 


The  urge  to  appear  bronzed,  not 
only  in  the  Summer,  but  also  during 
the  cooler  months,  is  so  great  that 
every  year  some  half  a  million 
Germans  consume  over  80  million 
capsules  containing  beta-carotene 
and  canthaxanthine  as  browning 
and  sun-tanning  aids. 

Such  preparations  are  primarily 
intended  as  sunscreens  for  the  treatment  of 
certain  rare  skin  diseases,  but  so 
widespread  is  their  use  (or  abuse)  for 
cosmetic  purposes  that  recent  reports  of 
serious  side  effects  led  the  Drug  Licensing 
Authority  (BGA)  to  hold  a  special  public 
hearing  to  discuss  their  uses  and  risks. 

Surprisingly  little  appears  to  be  known 
of  the  pharmacology  of  canthaxanthine, 
which  produces  a  more  natural  skin  colour 
than  that  introduced  by  beta-carotene,  but 
a  worrying  number  of  cases  of  crystalline 
retinal  deposits  and  disturbances  in  light- 
dark  adaptation  have  been  attributed  to 


canthaxanthine.  Whereas  the  latter  effect 
appears  reversible,  the  retinal  deposits 
persist  for  several  months  after  the 
preparation  has  been  discontinued. 

In  an  unusually  swift  announcement 
following  the  hearing,  the  BGA  revoked 
the  licences  of  six  preparations  available 
in  pharmacies,  as  of  August  1.  Four  of  the 
manufacturers  have  rapidly  acted  to 
remove  the  suspect  ingredient  from  their 
products  and  two  others  have  relinquished 
the  licences  for  their  preparations. 

However,  the  case  has  given  support  to 
the  call  by  pharmacists  (see  C&D 
November  17,  1984)  to  restrict  sales  of  all 
medicines  to  pharmacies  because  there  is, 
ironically,  a  whole  range  of  similar 
products,  classed  as  food  supplements, 
freely  available  in  drugstores  and 
supermarkets.  In  the  BGA's  view  these 
should  also  be  classed  as  drugs,  but  it  has 
no  power  to  ban  sales  in  these  retail 
outlets,  who  could  well  enjoy  a  bonanza  at 
the  expense  of  pharmacists. 


Wages 
go  up 


Average  pay  increases  of  3  per  cent 
backdated  to  May  1  were  recently 
agreed  for  employees  in 
pharmacies,  after  the  employers' 
initial  offer  of  under  2  per  cent  had 
been  decisively  rejected. 

The  new  salary  scales,  which  will 
operate  for  one  year,  bring  monthly  gross 
pay  (excluding  late  night  and  weekend 
rota  duty  payments)  of  newly  registered 
pharmacy  graduates  to  about  £855,  rising 
to  a  maximum  11  years  later  of  £1,090. 
Dispensing  assistants  will  now  get  from 
£460  to  £640,  counter  assistants  between 
£375  and  £540. 

A  spokesman  for  workers  in 
pharmacies  thought  the  deal  was  the  best 
possible  in  the  poor  current  economic 
situation  of  most  pharmacies  compared  to 
a  few  years  ago.  With  6  per  cent  of 
qualified  pharmacists  unemployed  —  a 
figure  which  would  be  even  higher  were  it 
not  for  the  large  numbers  who  work  part- 
time  —  there  was  considerable  pressure 
on  employees  to  accept  low  wage  rises. 

No  progress  had  been  made  on 
reducing  the  average  working  week  from 
40  to  the  national  average  of  38.6  hours, 
but  perhaps  the  employers  had  little 
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sympathy  in  this  direction,  since  self- 
employed  people  in  Germany  work  a  53.3 
hour  week,  according  to  official  statistics! 


Marriage  d 
la  mode 


With  the  current  preoccupation  in 
the  world  of  pharmacy  with 
bioequivalence,  bioavailability  and 
drug  stability,  the  following 
wedding  congratulations  in  the 
Deutsche  Apotheker  Zeitung  was 
particularly  apt: 

Officially  licenced  from  June  14,  1985. 
Dear  Dagmar  and  Honning.  As  we  can  see 
from  recent  bioavailability  studies,  you 
have  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  excellent 
match  of  pharmacokinetic  and 
pharmacodynamic  parameters.  The 
curves  and  peaks  submitted  for  evaluation 
prove  that  the  criteria  of  quality,  efficacy 
and  safety  have  been  fulfilled  in  both  cases 
and  hence  no  significant  differences,  as 
measured  by  the  DAZ-test  exist.  Further 
checks  on  disintegration  and  impact 
strength  also  showed  that,  despite  a  little 
friability,  which  is  only  natural,  a  high 
degree  of  tolerance  is  guaranteed. 

We  therefore  wish  you  most  sincerely, 
100  per  cent  bioavailability,  the  greatest 
possible  stability  and  a  long  shelf  life! 


Der  Spiegel 
at  it  again 


"How  the  Drugs  Industry  bought 
Bonn"  headlined  a  recent  front  cover 
of  Der  Spiegel,  a  magazine  not 
noted  for  a  sympathetic  attitude  to 
the  drugs  industry. 

The  article  accused  prominent 
politicians,  civil  servants,  members  of  the 
Drug  Licensing  Authority  (BGA)  and 
leaders  of  the  medical  profession  of 
accepting  bribes  from  a  number  of  well- 
known  companies  such  as  Bayer,  Hoechst, 
Merck  and  Boehringer  Mannhein  in  return 
for  laws  and  policies  friendly  to  the 
pharmaceutical  industry. 

Since  the  article  appeared  in  a 
magazine  almost  invariably  hostile  to  drug 
manufacturers,  the  immediate  reaction  to 
the  allegations  was  sceptical  in  many 
quarters.  However,  the  evidence  was  said 
to  lie  in  the  Swiss  bank  safe  belonging  to  a 
former  FDP  politician  and  previous  head 
of  the  German  ABPI,  one  Hans-Otto 
Scholl,  currently  charged  with  robbing  a 
jewellers'  in  Baden-Baden  last  December! 

According  to  Der  Spiegel,  it  was  the 
bribing  of  politicians  that  led  to  the 
watering-down  of  the  radical  reform  of  the 
drugs  industry  attempted  by  the  then 
socialist  administration  in  its  1976 
Medicines  Act,  and  the  persistence  of 
many  preparations  of  unproven 
effectiveness  on  the  current 
pharmaceutical  market. 

A  spokesman  for  the  German  ABPI  has 
denied  massive  attempts  to  buy  political 
influence  and  stated  that  any  illegal 
payments  to  individuals  made  during 
Scholl's  terms  of  office  were  made  without 
the  knowledge  or  authority  of  its  executive. 
Scholl  left  the  organisation  in  1980  after  it 
had  been  discovered  that  he  had  used  its 
funds  to  buy  gold  and  other  investments. 

The  German  ABPI  has  now  been  given 
access  to  the  documents  from  the  Zurich 
Bank  by  the  State  Prosecutor  in  Mainz, 
which,  it  says,  makes  the  allegations  of  Der 
Spiegel  collapse  like  a  house  of  cards. 
Donations  to  party  electoral  funds  and 
payments  to  members  of  the  BGA  had  not 
been  improper,  maintained  the  spokesman 
and  legal  action  was  being  considered. 

This  latest  media  controversy  comes  at 
a  time  when  public  suspicion  of  the  BGA's 
neutrality  and  distrust  of  companies  in  the 
drugs  industry  appears  already  very  high. 

These  reports  come  from  a  correspondent 
with  acknowledgements  to  the  German 
pharmaceutical  Press:  Deutsche  Apotheker 
Zeitung  and  Pharmazeutische-Zeitung 
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BUSINESS  NEWS 


New  Glaxo  generics  range 
meets  wholesaler  trouble 


Glaxo  group  have  formed  a  new 
company,  Gx  Ltd,  to  market  a  range 
of  generic  drugs  —  but  have  met 
with  opposition  from  major 
wholesalers  who  are  refusing  to 
stock  the  products. 

The  range  includes  the  following 
drugs,  all  prefixed  with  the  letters  Gx: 
propranalol,  methyldopa,  oxprenolol, 
indomethacin,  ibuprofen,  allopurinol, 
glibenclamide,  chlorpropamide, 
ampicillin,  co-trimoxazole,  tamoxifen, 
frusemide,  spironolactone,  amitriptyline 
and  salbutamol.  More  drugs  will  be 
introduced  over  the  next  12  months.  Prices 
are  pitched  between  Drug  Tariff  prices 
and  those  of  branded  eguivalents. 

The  company  says  the  range  will  be 
marketed  to  GPs.  By  prefixing  the  generic 
name  with  the  initials  Gx  when 
prescribing  the  doctor  can  ensure  the 
patient  receives  "a  consistent  and  high 
guality  UK  manufactured  drug".  A 
nationwide  salesforce  has  been  appointed 
to  liaise  directly  with  GPs. 

The  company  was  formed  in  response 
to  the  growing  market  for  generic  drugs.  It 
is  predicted  that,  by  1990,  only  5  per  cent 
of  today's  100  top  selling  brands  will 
remain  in  patent. 


But  wholesalers  Unichem,  Vestric  and 
Macarthys  are  among  those  refusing  to 
stock  the  new  range.  Unichem's  managing 
director  Peter  Dodd  describes  it  as  "a 
crazy  situation.  Wholesalers'  costs  will 
shoot  up  out  of  all  proportion.  If  it  carries 
on,  other  manufacturers  of  generics  will 
adopt  the  same  policy  and  pharmacists  will 
have  perhaps  six  variations  of  a  single 
generic  on  their  shelves." 

Reputable  wholesalers  ensured  that  the 
quality  of  the  generics  they  supplied  was 
good  and  it  was  the  pharmacist's 
responsibility  to  dispense  the  correct 
standard  of  medicine,  he  continues.  He 
sees  no  merits  in  a  new  range  of  generics. 

David  Taylor,  Vestic's  marketing 
director  told  C&D  Vestric  were  not 
stocking  the  range  at  present  but  were 
hoping  to  have  discussions  with  Gx. 

Explaining  why  Macarthys  were  not 
stocking  the  range,  marketing  director  Jim 
Canning  said:  "We  already  have  enough 
good  ranges  of  generics.  It  doesn't  seem  to 
make  any  sense." 

Neil  Henderson,  general  manager  of 
Gx,  was  unable  to  say  on  Wednesday 
which  wholesalers  would  stock  the 
products,  but  said  pharmacists  would  be 
told  by  the  ranges'  launch  date  of 
September  1 . 


US  ABPI  denies 
lobbying  story 

The  Pharmaceutical  Manufacturers' 
Federation  —  America's  equivalent 
of  the  ABPI  -  has  written  to  The 
Guardian  denying  it  is  trying  to  set 
up  aSVzm  fund  to  lobby  against  a 
UK  Government  crackdown  on 
transfer  pricing. 

"American  companies  have  been 
advised  it  will  take  at  least  $500,000  worth 
of  discreet  lobbying  to  deflect  the  DHSS 
and  the  Treasury  from  cracking  down  on 
one  of  the  drug  industry's  most  lucrative 
profit  havens  —  transfer  pricing",  says 
The  Guardian. 

Transfer  pricing  involves  the  inflation 
of  prices  paid  for  raw  materials  supplied 
by  an  overseas  subsidiary  of  the  buying 
company. 

Gerald  Mossinghoff ,  president  of  the 
PMA,  says  in  his  letter  that  "at  no  time 
have  American  companies  or  the  PMA 
considered  a  $500,000  lobbying 
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campaign".  He  adds  that  US  companies 
with  British  operations  are  "deeply 
concerned. .  .to  improve  the  Government's 
understanding  of  the  very  negative 
cumulative  effect  of  its  actions  on  the 
industry. 

"Today  the  executive  committee  of  our 
board  did  agree  that  PMA  should  initiate 
an  economic  study  which  would  lead  to  an 
analysis  of  the  legal  questions  arising  out 
of  th^  actions  by  governments  impacting 
international  trade  in  pharmaceuticals  and 
intellectual  property  rights"  he  says. 

"In  line  with  an  earlier  decision,  the 
committee  also  decided  PMA  would  not 
participate  in  any  way  in  retaining  an 
outside  consultant  to  carry  cut  a  UK 
Government  affairs  programme". 

Pfizer,  one  of  the  companies  The 
Guardian  claims  were  approached  by  the 
PMA  fund,  say  an  "ad  hoc  group"  of  UK 
affiliates  of  American  companies  is 
considering  the  employment  of  a 
parliamentary  adviser. 

"As  that  group  has  not  yet  been 
established,  we  cannot  comment  on  its 
membership  or  the  involvement  or 
otherwise  of  Pfizer",  the  company  goes  on. 


S-o-T  buys  the 
Enterprise  name 

S-o-T  Healthfoods  have  bought  the 
rights  to  the  Enterprise  name  from 
Barclays. 

The  company  would  give  no  details  of 
cost,  but  described  the  deal  as  "quite 
complicated".  Now  they  plan  to  expand  the 
range,  which  includes  babycare  and 
household  items,  adding  to  the  baby  lines 
by  the  end  of  September  and  introducing 
new  shampoo  and  toiletry  lines  before  the 
New  Year. 

Radio  advertising  will  be  used  to  back 
eight  products  a  month  with  30-second 
spots  advertising  the  range.  No  lines  will 
be  dropped  and  Enterprise  will  only  be 
available  to  independent  retail 
pharmacists. 


Unichem  talks 
on  Euro  tie-in 

Unichem  are  meeting  with  other 
European  co-operative  wholesalers 
to  look  at  the  possibility  of  setting- 
up  a  multinational  wholesaling 
operation  which  would  be  able  to 
co-ordinate  purchasing  policy 
throughout  the  EEC. 

The  idea  —  still  in  its  infancy  —  would 
be  to  give  member  companies  the 
collective  muscle  to  negotiate  with  the 
multinational  drug  manufacturers  on 
equal  terms.  Unichem  have  met  with  OPG 
of  the  Netherlands  and  Germany's  Wiveda 
three  times  in  the  past  six  months.  Wiveda 
will  hold  their  board  meeting  at  Unichem's 
Chessington  headquarters  as  a  "getting  to 
know  you"  exercise  for  both  sets  of 
directors. 

For  the  time  being,  the  three 
companies  are  restricting  their  ambitions 
to  more  modest  ends,  comparing 
experience  and  seeing  what  they  can  learn 
from  one  another. 

With  drug  costs  drawing  increasing 
attention  from  the  community's  member 
governments,  Unichem,  OPG  and 
Wiveda  are  anxious  to  see  that  wholesalers 
have  the  opportunity  to  make  their  voices 
heard  against  the  views  of  manufacturers. 

They  are  also  concerned  at  the 
compliance  cost  of  some  EEC  regulations. 
For  example,  the  community  has  recently 
made  it  mandatory  that  all  perishable 
products  carry  an  expiry  date  —  leading 
to  an  increase  in  monitoring  costs  for 
wholesalers. 
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Manufacturers  offer  common 
policy  on  electricals  returns 


The  UK's  major  electrical 
manufacturers  are  teaming  up  to 
offer  retailers  and  consumers  a 
uniform  return  and  repair  policy. 

Goods  returned  to  the  retailer  within 
28  days  of  purchase  can  either  be  replaced 
immediately  and  returned  to  the 
manufacturer  for  credit,  or  directed  to  a 
recommended  service  agent  for  free 
repair.  The  Small  Electricals  Appliances 
Marketing  Association  is  currently 
circulating  dealers  with  a  booklet  giving 
names  and  addresses  of  400  local  service 
agents. 

If  the  product  was  bought  more  than  28 
days  ago,  but  sometime  in  the  past  year, 
retailers  should  direct  consumers  to  the 
manufacturer's  service  facility. 

The  new  scheme  will  require  retailers 
to  ensure  goods  are  returned  with  full 
packaging,  complete  with  all  accessories. 


SEAMA  are  distributing  product  return 
labels  to  be  filled  in  with  details  of 
purchase  date,  proof  of  purchase,  previous 
repairs,  fault  descriptions,  accessories  or 
packaging  returned  and  an  authorising 
signature.  "Without  a  correctly  completed 
label,  no  credit  will  be  given"  says 
SEAMA. 

Shop  staff  should  also  check  the 
product  has  not  been  misused  by  the 
buyer,  and  see  it  has  been  properly 
packed  for  return  to  the  manufacturer. 

David  Elliott,  chairman  of  SEAMA, 
says  dealing  with  returns  currently  costs 
the  industry  around  £37m  a  year.  "The  lack 
of  a  common  policy  just  creates  consumer 
confusion"  he  says. 

The  organisation  has  been  involved  in 
research  to  find  a  solution  for  the  past  year. 
Their  results  suggest  only  17  per  cent  of 
consumers  will  find  the  combination  of 


Valerie  Fox,  MPS  (centre),  of  Raydales 
Chemists,  South  Shields,  is  winner  of 
Ashe  Laboratories'  Double  Amplex  dis- 
play competition.  She  will  get  a  free 
holiday  for  two  in  Florida,  together  with 
£300,  while  her  two  sales  assistants  each 
receive  Marks  &  Spencers  sales  vouchers 
worth  £125.  The  prizes  were  presented 
by  Jeff  Watson,  Ashe  Laboratories  sales 
director 


replacement  within  28  days  and  free  repair 
after  that  to  be  unacceptable. 

SEAMA's  23  member  companies  have 
been  busy  in  an  effort  to  speed  up  their 
order  processing  and  improve  stocks  of 
spare  parts  to  ensure  the  scheme  works. 

Babyliss,  Braun,  Clairol,  Krups, 
Morphy  Richards,  Moulinex,  Philips, 
Piico,  Remington  and  Rowenta  are  among 
companies  operating  the  package. 


OFF  THE  SHELF 
7  D4Y INSI4LLUION 
GU4R4NTEED 

Benefit  from  our  shopfitting  experience 


/ 

/  4- 


Modisplay  for  the  total  shopfitting 
service  covering  store  design,  planning 
manufacture  and  installation. 
Standard  units  are  available  off  the 
shelf  and  with  our  7  day  guarantee  you 
can  be  sure  of  the  right  installation. 
With  over  20  years  experience  of 
planning  pharmaceutical  outlets 
Modisplay's  approach  to  store  fitting 
gives  you  experience,  coupled  with  the 


low  cost  of  mass  produced  basic  units, 
plus  a  specialist  department  catering 
for  your  individual  requirements. 
You  will  not  be  disappointed  with  our 
service  as  all  stages  are  under  our 
total  control. 

We  design  your  individual  requirements 
manufacture  the  units  in  our  own 
factory  and  carry  out  the  installation  * 
with  our  fully  trained  fitters.  / 


/ 


/  9 


& 


Modisplay  Shopfitting  at  its  Best 
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BUSINESS  NEWSH 


Wellcome  get  go 
ahead  for  HQ 

Wellcome  have  got  outline 
planning  permission  for  a  new 
headquarters  building  in  Knowle 
Hill  Park,  Cobharn,  following  a 
public  inquiry. 

Assuming  no  objections  are  raised  in 
the  six  week  qualifying  period,  they  hope 
to  start  work  on  a  two  year  construction 
plan  towards  the  end  of  September. 

The  building,  which  Wellcome 
describe  as  "fairly  futuristic,  but  designed 
to  blend  in  with  the  surroundings",  has 
been  designed  by  Richard  Rogers,  whose 


past  achievements  include  the  Pompidou 
Centre  in  Paris. 

The  local  Elmbridge  Council  had  been 
willing  to  give  planning  permission  last 
October,  but  there  were  objections  from 
local  residents  and  adjoining  councils, 
fearful  that  allowing  Wellcome  to  go  ahead 
would  set  a  precedent  for  development  in 
the  green  belt.  Environment  Secretary 
Patrick  Jenkin  stepped  in  to  set  up  a  public 
inquiry. 

The  planning  officer  who  passed  the 
application  said  the  plan  contravened 
several  sections  of  the  Surrey  structure 
plan,  but  that  there  were  special 
circumstances  which  meant  it  should  be 
given  permission.  The  main  reason  was  the 
granting  of  planning  permission  in  1983 
for  an  office  building  on  the  site. 


Lost  script  business  gone  for  good? 

Higher  prescription  charges  are 
unlikely  to  lead  to  growth  in  OTC 
healthcare  sales,  according  to  a 
Euromonitor  report  published  last 
week. 

Euromonitor's  research  shows  the 
groups  which  spend  most  on  OTC  drugs 
are  those  already  exempt  from  NHS 
charges:  principally  families  with  children 
and  old  people.  So  any  cross-over 
springing  from  increased  prescription 
charges  would  do  little  to  boost  OTC  sales. 

A  single  child  can  add  £20  a  year  to  a 
household's  spending  on  OTC  drugs,  the 
report  says.  Families  with  children 
account  for  70  per  cent  of  healthcare 
spending,  say  Euromonitor.  "Decreases  in 
paid  prescriptions  do  not  translate  into 
OTC  sales;  they  are  simply  lost  business". 

OTC  drug  sales,  valued  at  £428m  in 
1984,  currently  show  real  growth  of 
between  1  and  2  per  cent,  but  no  real 
growth  is  expected  this  year.  "When  the 
rate  of  growth  is  compared  with  the 


pharmaceutical  price  index,  the  price  is 
one  of  steady  real  decline,"  say 
Euromonitor.  Cough  and  cold  remedies 
are  the  largest  sector  at  £112m. 

The  shift  in  recent  years  has  been 
towards  more  specialised  products. 
Indications  are  that  consumers  are 
becoming  more  aware  of  specific 
treatments  available  on  the  OTC  market. 
"Considerable  shifts  in  brand  shares  are 
envisaged". 

Anti-rheumatics,  skincare  lines  and 
oral  hygiene  products  are  expected  to 
lead  growth  over  the  next  few  years. 

"When  real  growth  comes,  the  OTC 
market  will  look  very  different  than  it  does 
today,"  says  the  report.  "Out  will  go  the 
general  pick-me-ups  and  handy  remedies 
which  have  dominated  the  market  over  the 
past  decade,  and  in  will  come  a  range  of 
new,  stronger  and  more  specialised 
products."  The  OTC  Healthcare  Report 
1985  (£220),  Euromonitor  Publications 
Ltd,  87  Turnmill  Street,  London  EC1 . 


Award  for  Kiku 

Taylowe  are  among  14  UK  winners  of  the 
World  Star  packaging  awards.  Their 
award,  given  by  the  Institute  of  Packaging, 
is  for  the  Kiku"  perfume  carton.  Amersham 
International's  radio  immunoassay  kits 
were  also  winners. 

COMING 
EVENTS 


UCA  revives 
conference 

The  Ulster  Chemists  Association  is 
hoping  to  revive  its  annual 
conference,  which  has  not  been 
held  in  recent  years. 

For  this  year's  conference,  it  is 
intended  to  provide  a  unique  opportunity 
for  Northern  Ireland  pharmacists  to  hear 
the  case  for  and  against  the  new  contract. 

The  conference  is  scheduled  to  take 
place  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  October  5 
and  6  at  the  Slieve  Donard  Hotel, 
Newcastle,  co  Down.  Details  from  Mrs  M 
Stewart  at  the  UCA  office,  73  University 
Street  (tel:  Belfast  220787). 

Tuesday,  August 20 

Pharmacist  Action  Committee.  Albany  Suite,  Bellahouston 
Hotel,  517  Paisley  Road,  Glasgow  Aims  and  organisation 
Details  from  Graeme  Park  (Tel:  Kilbarchan  4142) 

NE  Thames  regional  study  group.  College  ot  Pharmacy 
Practice.  Claybury  Hall,  Claybury  Hospital,  Woodlord  Green, 
at  7.30.  "Compliance"  and  "Immunisation  and  immunology, 
how  and  why,  and  current  policy"  Coffee  and  sandwiches. 
Details  from  regional  tutor  MiaU  James  (Tel:  Southend  559901). 

Wednesday,  August 21 

Pharmacist  Action  Committee.  Crest  Hotel,  Queensferry 
Road,  Edinburgh  Aims  and  organisation-  Details  as  above 


BUSINESS 


USUAL! 


BUSINESS 


WITH 


NORDIA^ 


Using  Mason  Nordia's  expertise  really  can 
help  to  smooth  out  the  ups  and  downs  of 
retailing.  Careful  planning  and  design  by  our 
consultants  improves  your  sales  area,  making 
displays  more  attractive  and  effective. 
Some  retailers  have  told  us  of  an  over  20% 
increase  in  business.  Why  not  contact  us  for 
your  free  copy  of  our  brochure  all  about 
Mason  Nordia  shopfittings. 
We'd  be  glad  to  help  you  do  the  business. 

S  NORDIA 

Mason  Nordia  Ltd.,  Nordia  House,  Seacroft  Industrial 
Estate,  Coal  Road,  LEEDS,  LS14  2 AW. 
Tel:  (0532)  734721  (10  Lines)  Telex:  55379 
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eclassifie: 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbndge, 
KentTN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbndge  (0732) 
364422  .  Telex  95 132. 
Ring  Paul  Crouch  ext 
272  for  further  information 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear  under 
appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date 


Appointments 


BUYER 

REQUIRED  BY  WHOLESALE 
CHEMISTS  TO: 

Control  computerised  ordering  system. 
Negotiate  with  suppliers. 
Assist  in  planning  promotions  to  customers. 

Administer  price  list  order  form. 
Salary  in  region  of  £9,000  +  car  and  pension 
benefits  according  to  experience. 

Apply  in  writing  to:  — 

MR.  D.C.  PONTING 
E.H.  BUTLER  &  SONS  LTD 
47  MORRIS  ROAD,  LEICESTER 
LE2  6BS. 


Agents 


AGENTS  FOR  ALL 
AREAS  IN  THE  UK 

required  to  sell  an  upmarket,  easy  to  present 
range  of  giftwrapping  materials  to  high  class 
chemists  and  perfumeries.  Applications  to: 
J.T.  HAYES,  GIFTWRAP  COMPANY, 
PINNER,  MIDDX. 
TEL:  01-866  6588. 


ARE  YOU  ALREADY  SELLING  TO  CHEMISTS, 
PHARMACISTS  AND  OPTICIANS? 

If  so,  you  will  be  more  than  interested  in  a  new  range  of  Health 
Care  products,  that  promise  outstanding  repeat  business  and  an 
excellent  commission  rate.  We  now  seek  proven  Agents  for  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  share  in  this  lucrative  market  with 
us.  Our  name  is  well  known  to  the  market,  and  the  products  will  be 
heavily  promoted. 

Please  write  in  the  first  instance  to: 

P  Bond/Ann  Carlton,  Pharmaceutical  Packaging  (Leeds)  Ltd, 
P0  Box  140,  Kirkstall  Hill,  Leeds  LSI  1QE. 


Display  /  Semi  Display 

£12.50  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  30mm.  Column 
width  42mm 
Whole  Page  £  1  1 00  00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £570.00 
(125mmx  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £320.00 
(1 25mm  x  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £2.50  extra 
Available  on  request 

All  rates  subject  to 
standard  VAT. 


Announcements 


"CORK  BOX  COLLECTION"  BY  C.I.  DESIGNS 


C.I.  DESIGNS  HAVE  BEEN 
MANUFACTURING  THEIR 
"CORK  BOX  COLLECTION" 
SINCE  JANUARY  1984  AND 
WILL  TAKE  SUCH  STEPS  AS 
ARE  NECESSARY  TO 
PROTECT  THEIR  RIGHTS 
REGARDING  THE  NAME  AND 
LABELDESIGN  OFTHE 
RANGE. 

C.I.  DESIGNS 
Blackpool,  Lancashire 
Tel:  (0253)  594216 


Business  Opportunities 


MANUFACTURERS 
REQUIRED 

Health  Foods,  Hypoallergenic 
and  natural  cosmetics  and 
fragrances.  Fringe  Parapher- 
nalia. Client  interested  in  own 
label  products. 

State  terms,  conditions  and 
capabilities. 

BOX  C&D  3130 


Stock  Wanted 


FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH  PERFUMES 

Wanted  for  home  and  export.  We  guarantee  discretion 
and  confidentiality.  Any  quantity  large  or  small. 
Prompt  payment. 
FGM  COSMETICS  LTD 
061-833  9652  or 
telex  665941  FGM  G 
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Stock  for  Sale 


CHEMISTS 


We  don't  just  offer  high  discounts  on  Pharmaceuticals  and 
Generics,  but  we  have  them  in  stock,  so  if  you're  tired  of  waiting 

for  your  orders  — 

Give  us  a  ring  and  let  us  quote  you. 

Also  we  stock  branded  perfumes,  cosmetics  and  many  toiletry 

lines. 

So  for  UP  TO  50%  discount  on  GENERICS 

and 

UP  TO  75%  di  scount  on  IMPORTS 

call  us  now  on  0903  213303  or 
061833  9592 

MORE  AGENTS  NEEDED  —  GOOD  COMMISSION. 


425  HARROW  ROAD 
LONDON  W104RE 


Tel:  01-960  5752 
02-960  0319 
Telex:  8813271 


Stockists  of  probably  the  best  range  of  French  and  English 
perfumery  around. 

•  Special  terms  for  group  buyers. 

•  Express  delivery  service  throughout  UK  and  Northern  Ireland. 

•  Many  special  offers  including  Kodak  and  Tudor  films, 
photographic  flash  and  chemist  sundries. 


For  our  current  price  list  please  ring  01-960  5752.  Personal  callers 
most  welcome.  Ample  parking  •  Open  Sundays  10am-2pm. 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


IPIEIPIflUMIES 

£25  FREE  PERFUME  ON  EACH  C300SPENT 
AT  OUR  SHOWROOM  OR  TELEPHONE  FOR 

A  PRICELIST  ON  01-993  6409. 
WEST  LONDON  LTD  397  ACTON  LANE, 
LONDON  W3.  OPEN  10-7.  SUN10-2 


IMPORT/GENERICS 

Large  discount,  fast  delivery. 

D.E.  PHARMACEUTICALS,  MAIN  STREET, 
WYLAM,  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Tel:  (06614)  2253  for  price  list. 


FREE  OFFER 

To  all  Epson  HX20 
owners. 


Let  Orange  Computers  help  you  and 
save  £117.00. 

Orange  Computers  is  offering  a  special 
scheme  with  free  maintenance,  free 
tape  drives  and  other  benefits  when 
you  adopt  our  well  known  NPA 
recommended 
OraLabel  Computer  Labelling  System. 

Ring  for  details  on 
0565  501 16/53417  or  write  to 

Orange  Computers  Ltd, 
Ruskin  Chambers,  Drury 
Lane,  Knutsford,  Cheshire 
WA16  6HA. 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Before  Our  Rescue  Scheme  Ends 

Our  Rescue  Scheme  must  close  by  the  end  of  August.  Until  then,  we 
are  still  offering  amazing  prices  for  your  typewriter  or  computer 
labeller,  to  enable  you  to  buy  a  Richardson  disc  system  at  a  bargain 
price.  Give  us  a  ring  now  —  you  may  be 
surprised  how  much  we  can  offer  you! 

Why  Not  'Phone  Us? 

UK  Mainland  Prices  including  10%  NPA  Rebate:    Cassette  Systems  from  £895  Disc  Systems  from  £1615 
JOHN  RICHARDSON  COMPUTERS  LTD,    Unit  337,  Walton  Summit,  Bamber  Bridge,  Preston,  Lanes.  PR 5  8AR.  Tel:  (0772) 


i 

m 

Recommended 


323763 


WAKE  A  PARK  COMPUTER  LABELLER  ON  14  DAY  FREE  TRIAL 

mND  FIND  OUT  HOW  GOOD  IT  IS  PARK  SYSTEMS  COMPUTER  LABELLERS 


THEN  YOU  CAN  TRADE  IN  YOUR  OLD 
COMPUTER  OR  TYPEWRITER 

Contact:  David  Coleman  or  Mike  Sprince,MPS 
PARK  SYSTEMS  LTD., 
17-19  Gascoyne  Street,  Liverpool  L3  6BS 
Tel:  051.  236  9438. 


A 


'* 


SYSTEM  500  £650.00  SYSTEM  700  £895.00 
AND  THE  NEW  DISK-BASED  SYSTEM  800  - 
ONLY  £1195.00. 

■  All  systems  NPA  approved 

■  Prices  include  a  10%  NPA  rebate,  and  are 
exclusive  of  VAT. 


Shopfitting 


marspec 

\S; SHOPFITTING  LTD 

Attractive  modular  shopfittings  at  competitive 
prices. 

For  a  new  perspective  in  pharmacy  design. 
Telephone:  0392  216606 

Unit4B,  Grace  Road,  Marsh  Barton,  Exeter,  Devon 


shonfittm 


0761  418941 


Creators  and  Manufacturers  of  Individual 
Environments  forthecPrbfessional^hartnacy 


SALES  OFFICE:  HALLATROW  ROAD.  PAULT0N .  AVON 


CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  REACHES 
EVERY  SIZE  OF  OUTLET,  FROM  SMALL 
INDEPENDENTS  TO  BRANCHES  AND 
BUYERS  OF  MAJOR  MULTIPLES. 

WITH  SUCH  A  WIDE  CIRCULATION 
SHOULDN'T  YOU  BE  USING  CHEMIST  & 
DRUGGIST  TO  ADVERTISE  YOUR 
VACANCY? 


TEL:  0732  364422 
EXT.  272 


c 


Lux  Line 


SHOPFITTERS  FOR 
THE  PHARMACY 


REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS, 
SHOPFRONTS,  ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE.  NPA  & 
NUMARK  APPROVED 

SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 
LUXLINE  LTD 

8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON  BUZZARD,  BEDS 

TEL:  0525  381356 


LEXDRUM 

0626S34077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

™*       LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 

Chappie  Rd,  BoveyTracey,  Devon. 

mmm,  0626834077 


Labels 


Orders  dispatched 
within  14  days  ot 
approval. 


236  9438 

17-19  Gascoyne  St. 
Liverpool  L3  6BS. 


Quality  and  original  Continental 
Systems  plus  total  package  NPA 
recommended  NO  system  matches 

UMDASCH  for  quality. 
Prices  pleasantly  competitive.  See 
for  yourself 
.  .  .  there's  no  obligation. 

Apeils  Systems  Ltd 
Unit  P.  Kingsway  Trading  Estate. 
Kingsway.  Luton,  Bedfordshire 
Ring  Luton  (0582)  457111 

NOW! 
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—PEOPLE 


Herbal  surgery 
takes  root 

Croydon  pharmacist  David  Hircock 
is  setting  up  a  herbal  surgery  in  his 
home  and  will  practise  there  from 
September. 

After  qualifying  in  pharmacy  Mr 
Hircock  studied  at  the  School  of  Herbal 
Medicine  in  Tunbridge  Wells  for  five 
years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Institute  of  Herbal  Medicine  —  the  only 
one,  he  believes,  who  is  also  a  pharmacist. 
Now  he  is  turning  three  rooms  of  his  house 
in  South  Croydon  into  a  surgery  with  a 
"very  extensive"  dispensary,  using  around 
200  herbs:  "When  I'm  seeing  more 
patients  I  hope  to  be  using  up  to  400". 

Mr  Hircock  finds  the  combination  of 
disciplines  an  advantage  —  "It's  very 
useful  to  know  about  drugs,  and  nice  to  get 
an  overall  picture.  Herbalism  gets  right 
back  to  basics,  and  it's  great  to  be  making 
up  your  own  medicines". 

News  of  the  surgery,  he  hopes,  will 
spread  by  word  of  mouth.  And  Mr 
Hircock,  who  feels  herbalism  needs  more 
of  a  voice  in  the  medical  world,  spread  the 
word  himself  in  lectures  to  universities. 
"It's  sometimes  difficult  to  answer  all  their 
questions"  he  said,  "because  herbalism  is 
based  on  experience  —  there's  just  not 
enough  money  for  research.  That's  why  a 
long  and  thorough  period  of  training  is  so 
important  —  and  that  training  was  harder 
than  University". 

Shulman  sets 
The  Standard 

Pharmacist  Jerry  Shulman  featured 
in  an  article  in  London's  Standard 
last  week  arising  out  of  the  Which  ? 
report  on  pharmacy  services., 

The  article  says  Mr  Shulman  is  an 
exception  —  traditionally  in  Britain  the 
pharmacist  minds  his  or  her  own  business, 
it  says.  "Any  customer  who  buys 
medicines  over  the  counter  or  who  brings 
in  a  prescription  is  offered  advice  on  how 
the  medicine  should  be  used,  what  danger 
signs  to  watch  for  and  when  not  to  use  the 
product." 

Mr  Shulman,  who  keeps  patient 
records  on  a  card  index,  believes  he  spots 
one  potentially  serious  problem  a  week. 
He  would  like  to  see  the  pharmacist 
become  a  counsellor  not  just  a  supplier. 


Kerry  Wilson,  a  pharmacy  assistant  and 
beauty  therapist  from  Salisbury,  waves 
goodbye  on  her  way  to  Lugano.  Kerry  won 
a  week's  holiday  in  a  Pharmaton -sponsored 
contest,  and  collected  her  prize  from  sales 
manager  Rudi  Huebscher 


Park  goes  East 

Park  Systems"  David  Coleman  has 
just  got  back  from  Singapore,  where 
he  addressed  the  island's 
pharmacecutical  society  on 
"Computers  in  Pharmacy". 

The  120  delegates  attending  gave 
Park's  800  computer  labeller, 
demonstrated  at  the  symposium,  an 
enthusiastic  welcome,  he  says.  Mr 
Coleman  also  fitted  in  a  trip  to  University 
Hospital,  where  he  demonstrated  the 
system  to  Singapore's  Minister  of  Health 
and  Chief  Pharmacist. 

The  hospital  already  has  a  Park 
machine,  left  there  on  trial  by  the 
company's  Mr  Sprince  on  a  earlier  visit,  as 
does  the  Guardian  Pharmacy  Group's 
shop  at  Mount  Elizabeth  Centre.  Both  have 
asked  to  keep  their  labellers. 

Park  are  continuing  with  discussions  to 
make  Summit  their  Singapore  agents,  and 
Mr  Coleman  hopes  to  return  to  the  island 
later  in  the  year  to  finalise  arrangements 
and  see  to  the  training  of  representatives. 


Final  two  dozen 

Twenty  four  independent  retailers 
have  reached  the  final  of  the  ninth 
Unichem/Colgate  pharmacist 
golfer  of  the  year  competition. 

Other  finalists  are  four  locums  and  two 
hospital  pharmacists,  a  Boots  manager  and 
one  entrant  from  the  manufacturing 
section.  They  will  all  join  the  title  holder, 
Lloyd  Eagling,  MPS,  of  Shirebrook,  for  the 
play-off  on  September  11  in  Shropshire. 

"As  usual,  entries  from  all  branches 
were  of  a  very  high  standard"  says 
Unichem  marketing  director  Bill  Hart. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Richard  Daniel  &  Son:  Dennis  Noakes  has 
been  appointed  senior  buyer.  He  has 
previously  held  senior  executive  positions 
with  Barclays. 

Scottish  Fine  Soaps:  Ron  A.  Piatt 
becomes  sales  and  marketing  director, 
controlling  marketing  policies,  domestic, 
export  and  contract  sales. 

Cow  &  Gate:  Douglas  Yeomans  has  been 
appointed  sales  co-ordination  manager. 
Mr  Yeomans  spent  13  years  with  G.D. 
Searle  &  Co  and  Ortho-Cilag 
Pharmaceutical,  and  has  recently  been  a 
self-employed  sales  and  marketing 
consultant  in  private  medicine. 

Albright  &  Wilson:  R.  F.  Chalmers  has 
been  appointed  managing  director  of  the 
resins  and  organics  division  based  at 
Avonmouth.  Mr  Chalmers  was  previously 
vice-president  of  Newfoundland 
operations  with  the  ERCO  division.  Miss 
McKinley,  formerly  manager  overseas 
exports,  becomes  sales  director  of  the 
detergents  division  in  Whitehaven, 
Cumbria. 

Proprietary  Association  of  Great  Britain: 

Dr  Bill  Walsh,  operations  director  of 
Reckitt  &  Colman  in  Hull,  has  been 
elected  president.  He  succeeds  Mr  Louis 
Finucane  of  Menley  &  James  Laboratories. 
Mr  Raymond  Bellm,  managing  director  of 
International  Laboratories,  succeeds 
Richard  Pascall  of  Arun  Products  as 
treasurer,  and  Mr  David  Thrower  of 
Intercare  Laboratories  has  been  elected  to 
the  association's  executive  committee. 

Unichem:  Charles  Butler,  managing 
director  of  a  family  chain  of  pharmacies  in 
Reading,  has  been  appointed  a  member  of 
the  London  South  Regional  Committee. 
Mr  Butler,  who  is  a  founder  member  of  the 
College  of  Pharmacy  Practice,  will  be  one 
of  two  local  pharmacists  on  the  committee. 
He  is  chairman  of  the  Berkshire  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committee,  and  a  past 
chairman  and  public  relations  officer  of 
the  Reading  branch  of  the  PSGB. 


Postscript  

Only  nine  out  of  418  members  of  the 
public  scored  a  perfect  20  out  of  20  score 
in  a  competition  at  the  Cleveland  Show 
designed  to  illustrate  how  difficult  it  is  to 
tell  tablets  from  sweets. 

Adults  fared  no  better  than  children  in 
the  competition,  which  was  run  by  the 
Middlesbo rough  Home  Safety  Committee. 
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Product  of 
the  month 


Provides  100% 

of  the  recommended 
daily  allowance  of 

the  officially 
recognised  vitamins 


food  Supplement  Company 


The  complete  daily 
requirement  of 
vitamins  - 

A 
B 

B2 

Bl2 

C 
D 

NIACIN 
FOLIC  ACID 

in  a  single  tablet 
makes  Initial  Vitamins 
the  First  Choice  for 
you  and  your 
customers. 


FOOD  SUPPLEMENT  COMPANY 

Seymour  House,  South  St..  Godalming,  Surrey. . 


Put  your  memories 


. . .  in  safe  hands 

with  Regency 

•  Genuine  24  Hour  Service 

•  1984  Quality  Award  Winners 

•  Comprehensive  Customer  Service 

•  Regency  Quality  Film 
(110,  126,  35mm  &  Disc) 

•  Poster  Prints  Available 

Laboratories  in  London  and  Leicester 

 ---  -><z 

Please  send  me  further  information 

Name   

Company  

Address  


0)  Canvas  Bonded  Photos 

•  Place  Mats  &  Coasters 

•  Print  from  Print/Slide 


Tel: 


ency  No.  1  in  Photoprocessing 

Regency  Film  Services,  476  Hertford  Road,  Enfield,  Middlesex  F.N3  5QU  Tel:  01  804  9921 
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Plan  ahead  for 


^0 


The  6th  European 
Congress  on 
Automation  in 
Retailing 

17-20  SEPTEMBER  1985 
N0V0TEL,  LONDON 

Brochure  now  available  from: 

RMDP, 

61  -63  Ship  street,  Brighton,  Sussex  BN1 1 AE 
Tel:  (0273)  203581/3  Telex:  87323  FSI C  RETAIL 
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NOT  PREGNANT 


At  last  there's  a  pregnancy  test  you 
and  your  customers  can  both  rely  on. 


Clearblue  is  a  major  new  development  in 
pregnancy  testing. 

Using  advanced  monoclonal  antibody 
technology,  it  is  sensitive  to  such  low  levels  of  the 
pregnancy  hormone  HCG,  that  it  can  even  give 
an  accurate  answer  on  the  very  day  a  period 
should  have  started. 

In  each  Clearblue  pack  there  are  two 
complete  tests  -  each  with  a  unique  sampler  that 
gives  a  clear,  unmistakable  result  that's 
completely  unaffected  by  vibration  or  sunlight. 


And  not  only  is  Clearblue  easy  to  read,  it's 
also  extremely  easy  to  carry  out.  The  sampler 
allows  urine  collection  and  testing  to  be  carried 
out  simply  and  hygienically. 

The  test  comes  ready  to  use  without  the 
need  for  re-constitution  or  pipetting. 

And  in  just  30  minutes,  Clearblue  gives  a 
result  that  laboratory  tests  have  shown  to  be 
more  than  99%  accurate. 

Clearblue.  It's  the  first  home  pregnancy  test 
you  can  be  sure  your  customers  can  be  sure  of. 


JEARBLUE 

PREGNANCY  IE5T  SYSTEM 
dear  and  icliable  it'suSl  in  30  minulcs 


TWO  HOME  PREGNANCY  TESTS 


Clearblue.  A  clear;  reliable  result  in  just  30  minutes. 

For  further  information  contact  Unipath  Customer  Services  (0234)  50408.  Unipath  Ltd  ,  Norse  Road,  Bedford  MK41  0OG. 
Clearblue  and  the  fan  device  are  trade  marks.  *  1985  Unipath  Ltd. 


